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ORDERS OF SERVICE FOR THE SECOND QUARTER, 1921! 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 1 
May be used from April to May 


This service is merely suggestive. Superintend- 
ents will of course make their own selection of 
hymns and Scripture readings, and modify the serv- 
ice to suit individual schools. 


PIANO OR ORCHESTRA.—One verse, “Break Thou the 
Bread of Life.” 


(Doors closed) 


OPENING VERSES.—Ps. 29: 1, 2. 


Supt.—Ascribe unto Jehovah, O ye sons of the 
mighty. 


ScHoot—Ascribe unto Jehovah glory and 


strength. 


Supt.—Ascribe unto Jehovah the glory due unto 
his name. 


ScHOOL.—Worship Jehovah in holy array. 
THE Lorp’s PRAYER. 
(Doors opened) 
Hymn.—“Alleluia,” No. 88, “There Is No Name.” 
THE ScripTuRE LESSON. 


HyMn.—“‘Alleluia,” No. 54, “When, His Salvation 
Bringing.” 


THE PRAYER.—Closing with the Gloria. 
THE SALUTE TO THE FLAG. 
Music.—Solo, choir, or orchestra. 
Memory.—Supplemental Work. 
OFFERING AND REcorRDS. 


Missionary Hymn.—Alleluia,”’ No. “From 


Ocean Unto Ocean.” 


129, 


THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 


PIANO OR ORCHESTRA.—One verse of “Break Thou 
the Bread of Life.” 


Ps 


CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION BY THE PASTOR. 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 2 
May be used from May to June 


HyMN.— (Without announcement.) One 


“My Country, ’Tis of Thee.” 


verse, 


THE INVOCATION PRAYER. 
RESPONSIVE READING.—Psalm 46. 
THE GLORIA. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED. 


HymMn.—“‘Alleluia,” No. 124, “The Son of God Goes 
Forth to War.” 


THE SCRIPTURE LESSON. 
Hrymn.—“‘Alleluia,” No. 206, “I Am Thine, O Lord.” 


Missionary TALK.—(Five-minute talk by one of 
the senior students.) 


RECORDS AND OFFERING. 


PIANO SOLO OR ORCHESTRA. 


PRAYER HymMn.—*Alleluia,” No. 201, “Nearer, My 
p.. God, to Thee.” 


SILENT PRAYER. 
THE LESSON PERIOD. 


P1ano.—One verse, “Alleluia,” No. 89, “Jesus, the 
Very Thought of Thee.” 


SECRETARY’S REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
THE BEATITUDES.—Responsively. 


CLosinc Hymn. Alleluia,” No. 46, “Jesus Calls 
Us, O’er the Tumult.” 


PRAYER. 


‘Extra copies of these Orders of Service, on heavy paper, may be ordered of the publishers at 50 cents a hundred. 


| 


YheWestminster 
Qe) entor:Intermediate Quarter Ly 


Published quarterly by the Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath School Work, Witherspoon Building, 
Walnut and Juniper Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. Entered at the post office, at Philadelphia, as second-class matter. . Ac- 
peter ee ene at the special rate of postage provided in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on 
une 22, 


Vol. XLII APRIL 1, for APRIL, MAY, JUNE, 1921 No. 2 


Single subscriptions, 45 cents a year. School subscriptions, two or more to one address, 32 cents a year, 8 cents a quarter each 


FOREWORD 


The lessons of the quarter introduce us to many practical subjects. 
They seek to apply the teaching of the gospel to the everyday problems 
of life. We are living in a day of social reform, and it is important 
that in all our efforts to better the conditions of life for all classes 
of people we are guided by the teaching of Jesus and the moral 
principles of the gospel. 

When Wendell Phillips was fourteen years of age he heard Lyman 
Beecher preach on the subject, “You Belong to God.” After church 
was over, he went home, locked the door of his room, and gave 
himself to God. He said: “O Lord, I belong to thee. Take what is 
thine own. I ask this—that whenever a thing is wrong, it may have 
no power of temptation over me, and that whenever a thing is right, 
it may take no courage to do it.” In this spirit Wendell Phillips 
became a servant of social righteousness, and in that same spirit, we, 
too, will find our work in helping to transform our social order into 
the Kingdom of God. May we help to answer our daily prayer, “Thy 


kingdom come.” 


Nough J 


oo) 


The Bible text used throughout this Quarterly is that of the American Standard Edition of the Revised Bible, 
copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons, and is used by permission. For the reader’s convenience, this version is 
arranged in verse form. 
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Lesson I April 3, 1921 
THE CHRISTIAN LIVING WITH OTHERS 


The Golden Text—“As ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.”—Luke 6: 31. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ROM. 12:1, 2, 9-21 


1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 14 Bless them that persecute you; bless, and 
mercies of God, to present your bodies a living curse not. 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 15 Rejoice with them that rejoice; weep with 
spiritual service. { them that weep. 

2 And be not fashioned according to this world: 16 Be of the same mind one toward another. 


but be ye transformed by the renewing of your Set not your mind on high things, but condescend 
mind, that ye may prove what is the good and _ to things that are lowly. Be not wise in your own 
acceptable and perfect will of God. conceits. 

17 Render to no man evil for evil. Take thought 


* of . me ; for things honorable in the sight of all men. 

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that 18 If it be possible, as much as in you lieth, be 
which is evil; cleave to that which is good. at peace with all men. 

10 In love of the brethren be tenderly affectioned 19 Avenge not yourselves, beloved, but give place 
one to another; in honor perferring one another; unto the wrath of God: for it is written, Vengeance 

11 In diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; belongeth unto me; I will recompense, saith the Lord. 
serving the Lord; 20 But if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 

12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; con- thirst, give him to drink: for in so doing thou shalt 
tinuing stedfastly in prayer; heap coals of fire upon his head. 

13 Communicating to the necessities of the saints; 21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil 
given to hospitality. with good. 

DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, March 28) 20,08: d.G8 bene went etaens Living swith TOtbetas, sas as tes few aoe aateates Rom. 12: 1-8. 
Tuesdays March 206.0%: S30. aa atten arch heres sane Ministerine stot Others. cf. a. - so. asia: Rom. 12: 9-21. 
W ednesday, BLOT CRYO o cst te wiltte ctaletelp otk ace ov Shapine with’ OGhers.sr..0 o. ace ce» ese comets Phil. 4: 10-20. 
Thursday, March 31 s3¢ 2.2 vic, en kiegene sei, oe Forgivingy Others, selec « nlele clue - - +o slneecels Matt. 6: 5-14. 
Vriday, ADritclicgs ss. ee cen cen es ate tae esr Doing for, Others... .<.¢ 0. spss etme bem Acts 11: 19-30. 
Saturday,:; April 2. so fo 35. one paws ogi tie since see Humble Among Others:.........-.0+-se0. Luke 22 : 24-34. 
SuMmdays cA Dial" Ss etereovg con cause 5 coke tees tare eeaas ThetGodl¥ “Bite; .. vais co cls chop wes e's «caine Psalm 101. 
DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 18. Be at peace. Sometimes peace is not possible. 


Read through the twelfth chapter of the Epistle Paul himself found it impossible always to “be 
of Paul to the Romans at one reading. Paul wrote 2% peace. The quarrel, however, must not begin 


the Epistle to the Romans from Corinth. It deals with us. . ; 
with salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. 19. Vengeance. Justice which calls for “an eye 


1. Spiritual service. The contrast is with the for an eye” was allowed in the Old Testament. 
idea of the Old Testament formal ritual service. Jesus warns Christians not to take judgment into 
The Old Testament service might be merely mechan- their own hands, but to await God’s will. 


ical, but the Christian service is real, reasonable, 20. Coals of fire. A figure of speech, expressing 
and spiritual. shame and repentance. 
2. Renewing of your mind. The reason, or mind, 
needs renewing, and this comes by means of the THE LESSON INTRODUCTION 
Holy Spirit. Repentance means “a change of mind.” This quarter’s lessons deal with “Some Social 


9. Hypocrisy. Formerly a “hypocrite” was an Teachings of the Bible.” The lessons include Bible 
actor, one who played the part of another on the teaching concerning such subjects as Health, Work, 
stage. It now means one who assumes to be what Wealth, Education, Recreation, the Family, the 
he is not. See James 3: 17. Neighborhood, the Nation, the Church, and the 

13. The saints. All Christians are called “saints” World. It is a large and interesting program. 
in the New Testament. They are also called The teaching of the Bible is that “None of us 
“brethren,” “disciples,” “believers.” Christians are liveth to himself.” We cannot separate ourselves 
under obligation to help one another. from those around us. Jesus teaches us how to live 

16. Things that are lowly. The margin has in the world; he tells us that the first command- 
“them.” If the reference is to things, then we are ment is to love God, and the second is to love one’s 
not to shrink from humble tasks. Paul himself was neighbor as oneself. The gospel is based upon love, 
a tentmaker. If the reference is to persons, we and love cannot be selfish. The golden text of this 
are to hold fellowship with all believers. lesson may serve as the golden text for all the les- 
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Lesson I 


sons of the quarter. “As ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye also to them likewise.” This is 
the Golden Rule of Jesus, and is the social ideal 
of Christianity. Viscount Grey, one of the greatest 
_of British statesmen, in speaking of his father said, 
“He lit so many fires in cold rooms.” That is a 
noble tribute. This is what Jesus did. He warmed 
the hearts of those to whom he ministered. It is 
our high calling as Christians “to light fires in cold 
rooms.” 


THE LESSON STORY 
The Christian and His God 
POM at 2 bere 


The Epistle to the Romans falls into two parts, 
and ch. 12 begins the second part. In using the 
word “therefore,” Paul assumes the truth of all the 
argument contained in the preceding eleven chap- 
ters. In those chapters he had ex- 
plained that salvation was won 
not by deeds nor by conduct, but 
by faith in Jesus Christ alone. 
“God in Christ has given himself 
to us, let us now give ourselves to 
him.” This is Paul’s argument. 
The love of God, which has given 
us the gospel, so constrains us that 
we in turn will give everything 
we are and have to him. This is 
our reasonable, or “spiritual,” sac- 
rifice. The old idea of sacrifice, 
the idea that still obtains in non- 
Christian religions, is that sacri- 
fices are offered to obtain God’s 
mercy. In the gospel, however, 
we discover that it is because of 
God’s great mercy toward us that 
he himself has given his Son as 
a sacrifice for sin, and it is be- 
cause of “the mercies of God” that 
we in turn offer ourselves to him. 

The only true sacrifice which 
we can offer to God is ourselves, 
which includes body, mind, and spirit. In one 
of the prayers sometimes offered in connection 
with the Communion service, the following words 
are used, “And here we offer and present, O Lord, 
ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and living sacrifice, acceptable unto thee 
through Jesus Christ thy Son.” The first step in 
living with others is to be right with God. We 
must be right with God before we can be right with 
our neighbor. Love to God comes first. 


The Christian and Other Christians 
Rom. 12: 3-8 


Although this section is not printed in the lesson 
text, it is necessary for a proper understanding of 
the entire lesson. The Christian must first of all 
be right with God, and then he will be ready to 
live rightly with other Christians who, like him- 


ed by permission . 


The Christian Living with Others 
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self, have consecrated themselves to God. Chris- 
tians are brethren. They belong to one family, to 
one household. God is their Father, and they are 
children together in God’s home. Therefore there 
must be humility. A Christian is “not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think.” We 
do not all have the same gifts, but all that we pos- 
sess has come from God, and has been given us not 
to make us selfish and vain but to help us to serve 
others. Paul says that the Christian society is like 
our bodies. Each body has many members, but 
each member has not the same office to perform. 
The hand cannot do the work of the heart, neither 
can the lips do the work of the eyes. Nevertheless 
all are necessary. So it is among Christians. Chris- 
tians are “one body in Christ, and severally mem- 
bers one of another.” One has the gift of prophecy, 


one the gift of ministry, another the talent to teach, 


RUINS OF ROMAN BATHS IN CORINTH 
Paul was in Corinth when he wrote the Epistle to the Romans 


All are 


necessary to one another, and no one should or need 


another can lead, another can exhort. 


envy another. This is the true law of the Chris- 
tian life. It is not the task that commends us but 
our fidelity to the task that is ours. We need one 
another. We are dependent on one another. Read 
I Cor. 12: 12-31, where Paul works out this same 
illustration about the body. Theodore Roosevelt in 
speaking about the social order of his day used to 
say, “Not anyone down but everyone up.” What 
harms one, harms all. What helps one, helps all. 


The Christian in the Church 
Rom. 12 : 9-13 


The key word of the Christian life is “love.” One 
of the best definitions ever given of love is this: 
“When you love a person you will try to do for that 
person what that persons needs.” Keep this defini- 


Lesson I. 


tion in mind and then run down the long list of 
demands which the apostle makes upon Christians, 
beginning with vy. 9. Love is always “preferring 
one another.” Love is “fervent in spirit,’ “patient 
in tribulation.” Love is not passive, but is always 
active. 

The Christian is called upon to do his full duty 
in the Church, which is made up of those who, like 
himself, have given themselves to God. The com- 
mands given are very definite: “In love of the 
brethren be tenderly affectioned”; “Communicating 
to the necessities of the saints.” The “brethren” 
and “saints” are the Christians of New Testament 
time, and to our fellow Christians we owe our first 
obligation. When plague and famine and _ perse- 
eution broke out in the Early Church, the Chris- 
tians were so kind and helpful to one another that 
their heathen neighbors said, “See how these Chris- 
tians love one another.” The Communion service is 
the great center of the fellowship of the Christian 
Church. There the rich and the poor, the young 
and the old, the mature saint and,the penitent, meet 
together in fellowship. It was the teaching of the 
Communion service that overthrew slavery. We 
are all one in Christ Jesus. 


The Christian in the World 
° Rom. 12 : 14-18 


- The Christian must live his life in the world. He 
must live among men. Jesus prayed that his dis- 
ciples might not be taken out of the world but kept 
from the evil that is in the world. Many Chris- 
tians have tried to leave the world so as to be 
nearer God, and have founded monasteries and 
taken vows upon them which separated them from 
other men. Such a policy has always ended in 
failure. Jesus went about among men doing good. 
It is one thing to be in the world, and quite an- 
other for the world to be in us. A boat is safe 
in the water if the water is not in the boat, and 
in like manner it is well if we can be in the world 
but not of the world. The apostle in this wonder- 
ful chapter tells Christians how to conduct them- 
selves among men who are not Christians. They 
are to help and not to harm. V. 14. They are to 
be sympathetic. V. 15. They are to be humble- 
minded and of a generous heart. V. 16. They are 
to be honorable and to avoid “getting even” with 
those who have done them wrong. Above all they 
are, if possible, to “be at peace” with every- 
one. 

These are high standards by which to live, but 
they are Christian standards. How far are they 
upheld among students, workingmen, capital and 
labor, and among nations? What is the attitude 
of the average Christian toward the immigrant, the 
Negro, the Oriental? Are these Christian principles 
applicable in the athletic field, and do they win 
success? These are some of the questions which 
we must seek to answer when we face the question 
of living with others as Christians. 


The Christian Living with Others 
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The Christian and His Enemies 
Rom. 12: 19-21 


The mark of the true Christian is love, and this 
love is without limit. The natural heart cries out for 
vengeance. We know what it is to hate, but hatred 
wins no victories. If we doubt it, we have only 
to think of Germany with her “hymns of hate” and 
then see her terrible downfall. The way to conquer 
an enemy is to turn him into a friend. This is 
what Paul means by “coals of fire.” We overcome 
evil not with evil, but with good. It is a strange 
method but it is the Christian method, and it is in- 
vineible. It is the way in which God deals with 
us. Before Jesus came, the only way the world 
knew to treat evil was with evil, “an eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” “For the mailed fist 
God substitutes the pierced hand.” When God 
saved the world it was not by fire or by flood or 
by famine or by war; it was by the love of the 
eross. On the cross Jesus, looking at his enemies 
said, “Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do.” It is the victory of love. “Good 
is the principle by which evil is to be overcome. 
In fact it is the only means by which it can be 
subjected; not by sin against sin, passion against 
passion, foe against foe; but by truth against error, 
blessing against curse, love against hatred, holiness 
against unrighteousness.” Just before Edith Cavell, 
the Christian nurse, was murdered by the Germans, 
she said, “We must not hate anyone.” The teach- 
ing of Christianity is not that evil should be con- 
demned and sin passed by, but that judgment be- 
longs to God and not to man. “Vengeance belong- 
eth unto me; I will recompense,” saith the Lord. 


THE MESSAGE OF THE LESSON 


In the book, “The Every Day of Life,” by Dr. J. 
R. Miller there is a chapter entitled “Making Life 
a Song” and this chapter is followed by another 
entitled, “Life Music in Chorus.” It is one thing 
to sing alone, it is another thing to sing in chorus, 
and’ it is more difficult to sing in chorus than to 
So it is with life. “We do not live 
alone; we live in companionships, in families, in 
friendship’s circles, in churches, in communities. It 
is one thing for a singer to sing solos, and to sing 
expressively, truly, in perfect time, in harmonious 
proportion. There are no other voices then to be 
waited for, to hurry after, to harmonize or blend 
with. The soloist can sing at sweet will, without 
restriction or limitation or fear of clashing or jar- 
ring. But it is quite another thing for several per- 
sons to sing together, in choir or chorus, and their 
voices all to blend in harmony.” 

We are not really Christian until we learn to 
live as Christians in relationship with others. We 
must learn to live in the home as a Christian 
brother or sister, son or daughter. We must learn 
to live as a Christian student with other students. 
We must learn to live as Christian servants or 
masters in doing the work of the world. The great 
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task of our social and national life is to make Chris- 


tian our relations with others. The secret key 
which unlocks every door is “love.” “We love, be- 
cause he first loved us.” The love of Christ obli- 
gates us to love one another. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. How is the golden text of the lesson related 
to the lessons of the quarter? 

2. What is the only sacrifice we can offer? 

3. Why are Christians instructed to be humble? 

4. Why is the Communion service the social cen- 
ter of the Church? 

5. What should be the relation of Christian to 
non-Christian people? 

6. Why does love succeed when hatred fails? 


-The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 18. How do we receive Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour? 


A. We receive Jesus Christ as our Saviour by,; 


repentance and faith. 
Q. 19. What is it to repent? 


Th hg ah 
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A. To repent is to be truly sorry for sin and to 
turn from it unto God for forgiveness, with sincere 
purpose to do God’s will. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. How is this lesson related to the other lessons 
of the quarter? 

2. What is the difference between the Christian 
and the non-Christian idea of sacrifice? 

3. Why does Paul speak of society as “a body”? 

4. Is the Church to-day as true to Christian ideals 
as the Early Church? 

5. What contribution has Christianity to make 
toward solving the social problems of our time? 

6. Why are vengeance and hatred wrong, and why 
is forgiveness an obligation? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 15. What was the sin whereby our first par- 
ents fell from the estate wherein they were created? 
A. The sin whereby our first parents fell from 
the estate wherein they were created, was their 


eating the forbidden fruit. 


Lesson II—BIBLE TEACHINGS ABOUT HEALTH 


(May be used with temperance applications) 


The Golden Text—“Every man that striveth in the games exerciseth self-control in all things.”— 
£ Cor. 95:25, 


TEXT OF LESSON, I COR. 6:19, 20; 9: 24-27; GAL. 6:7, 8 


I Cor. 6:19 Or know ye not that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which 
ye have from God? and ye are not your own; 

20 For ye were bought with a price: glorify God 
therefore in your body. 

* * * * * 


Ch. 9: 24 Know ye not that they that run in a 
race run all, but one receiveth the prize? Even so 
run; that ye may attain. 

25 And every man that striveth in the games 
exerciseth self-control in all things. Now they do 
it to receive a corruptible crown; but we an in- 
corruptible. . 


26 I therefore so run, as not uncertainly; so fight 
I, as not beating the air: 

27 But I buffet my body, and bring it into bond- 
age: lest by any means, after that I have preached 
to others, I myself should be rejected. 


* * * * * 


Gal. 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. 

8 For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of 
the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto 
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


-DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
BAD DEAT OA DENTS fed ow vs bia oon See cree Rete Clontrol fonts fe cine os a/c ks WHA a ele, Gets apenas I Cor. 9 : 19-27. 
ROA PATINA Du beta nian''s «c's s hieekp ie es oe os Physical, Mental, and Spiritual Growth..... Luke 2: 42-52. 
RU CAMA SEATIVIEL-O ois «os sls nhele see eftis 6 9b aie 0% Youth, Temperance, and Health...........- Dan, 1 : 8-21. 
PETERS VPCADTEL 94 ctoa nie boerels SR «tle eo oe Intemperance and Ruin.........--++-+ee ee Prov. 23 : 29-35. 
MPL GAY PENILE? « dieteisisiag weimincisie se stars es ee Healthy, Vigorous, Old Age.........++-++-- Josh. 14: 8-13 
Saturday, April 9...........:eeseeseeeeeee Righteousness and Health..........+-++++-- Prov. 4: 18-27.. 
BOSY DYES LO sec sie ele 2 oe slew nie vi sisis oo sie s Spiritual Health. ........-..22e sere er eee eee Ps. 42°: 1-5. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 
I Cor. 6:19. A temple. That is, the shrine in 
which God dwells. See I Cor. 3: 16; II Cor. 6: 16. 
The human body is God’s dwelling place. 
20. Bought with a price. Christ has purchased 


us. Note the wording, “were bought.” Peter states 
that the purchase price was “the blood of Christ.” 
I Peter 1:18, 19. Glorify God. We glorify God 
when we keep our bodies pure and our conduct true. 

Ch. 9:25. In the games. The Isthmian games 


‘Lesson II 


which were held near Corinth every two years. 
Self-control. The Grecian athlete practiced self- 
discipline before the contest. He put himself under 
strict training as to food, drink, and exercise. A 
corruptible crown. The prize was a wreath of 
parsley, olive, or ivy, afterwards pine. The victor 
was welcomed by his native city with military hon- 
ors; his statue was erected, and the first place 
given him at all festivals. 

26. Beating the air. The reference is to boxing. 
Life is not boxing with a sham adversary. 

27. Buffet my body. The margin uses the word 
“bruise.” Paul kept his body in subjection to his 
spirit. His body was not his master. 


Gal. 6: 7. That shall he also reap. The law of 
the harvest holds in the moral and spiritual world 
as well as in the physical world. 


If we sow to the 


Used by permission 
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RUINS OF A ROMAN BATH IN CORINTH 


flesh, we reap a harvest that perishes. If we sow 


to the spirit, we reap life eternal. 


THE DUTY OF HEALTH 


The Scripture lesson is taken from three differ- 
ent Bible passages, two passages from I Corinthians, 
and one passage from Galatians. These three pas- 
sages set forth very clearly certain great principles 
which should guide us in living a healthy life. We 
do not always think of health in connection with 
religion. We do not often think about the duty to 
be well and to keep well. Nevertheless to keep well 
is a duty. In reading the life of Jesus we get the 
impression that he had perfect health. One of the 
earliest verses written about him says, “Jesus ad- 
vanced in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
God and men.” He knew how to take care of him- 
self. Charles Kingsley was a sweet and splendid 
Christian and he said, “There has always seemed 
to me something impious in the neglect of per- 
sonal health.” It will be very advantageous for us 
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to think quietly and seriously of the duty of keep- 
ing well. 


The Sacredness of the Body 
I Cor. 6: 19 


In the days of Paul and long afterwards many 
people believed that the body was the source of 
all our wrong thinking, wrong feeling, and wrong- 
doing. So it came to pass that those who sought 
after a high spiritual life mutilated and punished 
their bodies. “If one man were more saintly than 
another he would wear a hair shirt next his skin, 
or put round his body a belt with spikes in it.” 
Paul, however, teaches us that the human body is 
God’s temple. Within each one of us the Holy 
Spirit dwells. It is a wonderful thought, and trans- 
forms all our ideas about health and the care of the 
body. Jesus Christ, himself, had 
a human body and kept it sacred 
as the dwelling place of God. It 
is said that Napoleon, during one 
of his campaigns, stabled his cav- 
alry in the chapel of Cologne 
Cathedral. We shrink from such 
a thing. It seems to be a desecra- 
tion of a holy place. But a cathe- 
dral is not so sacred as our own 
bodies, and to permit unclean 
thoughts and imaginations to find 
shelter within us is to defile and 
profane the place where God 
dwells. It is our joy and care to 
keep the temple of God beautiful, 
and in like manner it becomes us 
to keep the temple of our body, 
which is God’s dwelling place, 
pure and wholesome, sweet and 
clean. Dr. Hillis once said, “God 
made the body to be a fearful and 
wonderful instrument, and a man 
who injures his body and by care- 
lessness and sin appears on the street with a bad 
cold or indigestion, or shows signs of gluttony, ought 
to be as humiliated as if he had been caught steal- 
ing chickens, forging a note, or telling lies.” 


The Value of Health 
I Cor. 6: 20 


The body is the tool by which we work. If a 
workman has a poor tool, if it is weak, or dull, or 
untrue, his work will be hindered and perhaps 
spoiled. In like manner if we must work with a 
weak and diseased body our work will be less 
effective. We are commanded to “glorify God” in 
our bodies, and we do this by keeping them strong 
and healthy; then they become vehicles and instru- 
ments by which we may do better work. Every- 
thing that weakens the body weakens our oppor- 
tunity and destroys our efficiency. Anger, passion, 
impurity, self-indulgence, late hours, wrong eating 
and drinking, take the edge off the tool, which is 
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our body. The boy or the girl who enters life with 
good health has a wonderful advantage. God needs 
strong lives to do his work in the world. The word 
“holiness” is just our word “wholesome” or “health- 


iness.” 
The Christian Athlete 
I Cor. 9 : 24-27 


The most famous of the athletic contests of 
Greece was near Corinth, the capital city of the 
people to whom Paul wrote his letter. They un- 
derstood perfectly what he meant when he talked 
about “the prize,” “the games,” “the crown.” Those 
who prepared for the contest put themselves under 
severe discipline for ten long months. They ex- 
ercised self-control in all things during those months 
of training. They ate and drank under strict rules. 
They drank no wine. They exercised every day 
until they were in perfect physical condition and 
were pronounced “fit.” We do not need to go back 
to Greece to understand the principles which Paul 
sets forth. Every baseball and football player, 
every athlete and boxer, every soldier and sailor 
who seeks eagerly after success, exercises self-con- 
trol and submits to hard training. 

Paul commends the training but criticizes the 
end, the prize, for which they strive. They gain 
“a corruptible crown.” They train ten months for 
a wreath that fades in ten minutes. The prize of 
life, however—the true life—is not a crown of olive 
leaves, or of fading ivy, but the unfading crown 
of eternal life. When William IV of England was 
made king, Lord Hastings brought out the crown 
and was about to place it on the king’s head when 
the king reached out and, taking it, placed it on 
his own head saying, “No one shall put the crown 
on my head but myself.” Whatever we may think 
of the king’s conduct, certain it is that if we are 
by the grace of God to be crowned we must take 
part in our own coronation. The athlete practices 
self-control and keeps himself fit in order to, gain 
a fading crown. How much more should we who 
seek the prize of life eternal, live according to the 
law and rule of our divine Master. 


The Rules of Health 

From the principles laid down by Paul in these 
two passages taken from I Corinthians a few health 
rules may be discovered. (1) The first rule is that 
health looks toward the end. Just as the athlete 
exercises self-control to obtain the wreath of leaves, 
so the Christian is to pursue health, not as an end 
in itself, but for the purpose of service in the King- 
dom of God. The young man who seeks physical 


‘vigor and strength of muscle for its own sake is 


pursuing an unworthy end. In an American col- 
lege there is a bronze statue of a young college ath- 
lete. It is called “The American Idol.” But mere 
athletic skill for its own sake is not a high ideal. 
(2) The second rule is that the ideal life is the 
life in which there is a sound mind in a sound body. 
Paul tells us that he kept his body under. He 
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buffeted his body, so that it would not be his mas- 
ter. Browning, the poet, says that flesh helps soul 
as much as soul helps flesh. When we have health 
and physical vigor, we are more hopeful and more 
helpful. When Elijah was physically wearied he 
did not wish to live any longer, and even despaired 
of the goodness of God. (3) The third rule is the 
rule of self-control. If the athlete abstains from 
much that is in itself good so as to fit himself for 
the race, how much more should the Christian ab- 
stain from every appearance of evil in order to 
obtain the true prize of life! The word “recreation” 
really means to “re-create.” Anything that sends 
us back to our work better fitted to do our work 
is to be commended. Try to make a list of the 
things that help and the things that hinder you 
from being your best. 


The Law of the Harvest 
Gal. 6:7, 8 


The third Scripture passage which sets forth the 
principles of health speaks of the law of the harvest. 
Paul tells us that there is a law in the spiritual as 
in the physical realm, to the effect that we reap 
what we sow. If we sow wheat we shall reap wheat 
-——only more. If we sow corn we shall reap corn— 
only more. If we sow thistles and thorns we shall 
reap thistles and thorns. If we sow truth and 
purity and obedience, we shall reap a true and a 
strong life. If we sow to the flesh, which means 
sowing impurity, worldliness, and selfishness, we 
shall reap disaster and death. If, on the other hand, 
we sow to the Spirit, which means sowing the seed 
of faith and love, we shall reap eternal life. God is 
not mocked. If in youth we sow wild oats, we 
shall reap wild oats in the years to come. If we 
undermine our health in our youth, in the years to 
come we shall reap disease and suffering. Kipling 
speaks: of young men who have extinguished the 
lamp of their lives, and who now exist only in the 
smell. So eagerly did Theodore Roosevelt covet a 
strong body, that although born to physical weak- 
ness, he disciplined himself until he became to the 
American people the type of true, stalwart man- 
hood. He sowed the seed of health and happiness 
in his youth; and in manhood, on the march, in the 
jungle, and at play, he had almost inexhaustible 
endurance. 


WHEN HEALTH FAILS 


Sometimes health fails and suffering and _ sick- 
ness come. Paul, himself, tells us about his “thorn 
in the flesh.” II Cor. 12:7. We do not know ex- 
actly what this “thorn” was. Some have thought 
his ailment was sore eyes, others malarial fever, 
but we do not certainly know. It was some physical 
affliction that humbled him and he thrice prayed 
for its removal, but. it was not removed. Instead 
of removing it God gave him power to bear it, say- 
ing to him, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for 
my power is made perfect in weakness.” Sometimes 
the most holy and saintly Christians have had to 
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suffer from ill health. We must be careful not to 
relate all sickness to sin as its cause. In answer 
to his disciples who asked, “Who sinned, this man, 
or his parents, that he should be born blind?” 
Jesus said, “Neither did this man sin, nor his 
parents: but that the works of God should be made 
manifest in him.” Robert Louis Stevenson was a 
good man and a great sufferer. The hospital is an 
expression of sympathy for those who suffer, and 
Jesus is still the great Physician. It is our duty 
to do all we can to prevent disease and to produce 
health, but when we fail we must suffer. 


THE PUBLIC HEALTH 

We owe a duty to others in relations to health. 
The hospital and the asylum, the doctor and the 
nurse, the Red Cross and the dispensary, the public 
playground and the social settlements all minister to 
the health of the community, and in that service 
we may share. In Sweden where sanitation con- 
ditions are at the best, the average length of life 
is fifty-two and one-fourth years. Many diseases 
are preventable, and state boards of health are 
helping toward better living conditions in our own 
land. Pure air, good food, clean surroundings, 
right living, better conditions for workers, are all 
necessary. Christianity has stamped out plagues 
and epidemics by advancing knowledge, and one 
of the finest gifts the gospel has for non-Christian 
lands is the gift of healing. Where the gospel 
goes, medical missions with their doctors and_hos- 
pitals begin at once their mission of mercy. Under 
the care of Christian physicians in many lands, the 
blind secure their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
ministered unto, and everywhere a new day has 
dawned for childhood and motherhood wherever the 
name of Jesus is known. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why is it a Christian duty to try to keep 
well? 
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2. What is meant by saying that the body is 
the temple of God? 

3. Why is a Christian like an athlete? 

4. Outline some of the rules of health. 

5. Are ill health and sickness signs of God’s dis- 
pleasure? 

6. What is the relation of the gospel message to 
public health? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 20. What is faith in Jesus Christ? 

A. Faith in Jesus Christ is believing on him and 
trusting him as our own Saviour.and Lord. 

Q. 21. How does God lead us to believe on Jesus 
Christ ? 

A. God leads us to believe on Jesus Christ by the 
work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, showing us 
that we are sinful, and disposing and enabling us 
to accept him as he is offered to us in the gospel. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Why do you desire health? 

2. What is the relation of self-control to health? 

3. From what seed does the harvest of health 
come? 

4. What diseases prevalent to-day are prevent- 
able? 

5. What contribution has Christianity made to 
the health of the world? 

6. What motive should guide those who enter the 
profession of medicine? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first trans- 
gression? 

A. The covenant being made with Adam, not only 
for himself, but for his posterity, all mankind, de- 
scending from him by ordinary generation, sinned 
in him, and fell with him, in his first transgression. 


Lesson III—BIBLE TEACHINGS ABOUT WORK 


The Golden Text—‘In diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.”—Rom. 12: 11. 


TEXT OF LESSON, MARK 6:1-3; JOHN 5:17; Il THESS. 3: 6-13 


Mark 6:1 And he went out from thence; and he 
cometh into his own country; and his disciples 
follow him. 


2 And when the sabbath was come, he began to 
teach in the synagogue: and many hearing him were 
astonished, saying, Whence hath this man _ these 
things? and, What is the wisdom that is given unto 
this man, and what mean such mighty works 
wrought by his hands? 


3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Ma’ry, 
and brother of James, and Jo’ses, and Ju’das, and 


Si’mon? and are not his sisters here with us? And 
they were offended in him. ' 
* * * * * 


John 5:17 But Je’sus answered them, My Father 
worketh even until now, and I work. 
* * * * * 


II Thess. 3:6 Now we command you, brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Je’sus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from every brother that walk- 
eth disorderly, and not after the tradition which 
they received of us. 
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7 For yourselves know how ye ought to imitate 
us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among 
you, 

8 Neither did we eat bread for nought at any 
man’s hand, but in labor and travail, working 
night and day, that we might not burden any of 
you: 

9 Not because we have not the right, but to make 
ourselves an ensample unto you, that ye should 
imitate us. 
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10 For even when we were with you, this we 
commanded you, If any will not work, neither let 
him eat. 

11 For we hear of some that walk among you 
disorderly, that work not at all, but are busy- 
bodies. 

12 Now them that are such we command and 
exhort in the Lord Je’sus Christ, that with quiet- 
ness they work, and eat their own bread. 

13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well-doing. 


Additional Material: Prov. 10: 4; 13: 4; 18:9. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
MIonday A Dritald = Sia Pata, hast aie. Jesus the: Carpenter. cyt. Gextasiour cee es Mark 1-6. 
PE NORUS Vee UTILS RO id oi lachy nog ote sce cae Ex pases «wh Harning >a. Livelinood sexs... cat. ete os oe II Thess. 3: 6-13 
APO ROS Tt PR AP 07 ag a ae ae God. Puts; Man tocW ores scbikites oe obi Gen. 2: 4-15. 
TEL EER Ve Pk YR MAE ala Wie cia Rinse 4x a.e Urye 8a Phe Builders 2% tue eee bole. See ide wet Neh. 2: 16-20. 
(sie ts ER ae: We" Uh 8 ROM) gh es he a ee ara The Worker and the Sluggard........... Prov. 24 : 27-34. 
RPO ATIC A 1 Ore of atie « wereeic's ¢0'e un « The-Home-Ma ker ostosge wiles «Siete « Bthe ok bids Prov. 31 : 10-20. 
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Sunday, April 17 
DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 


Mark 6:1. His own country. Nazareth and its 
neighborhood where Jesus and his family lived were 
well known. He returned not as a private person 


but as a public teacher. 


3. Carpenter. This is the only place where Jesus 
is called a carpenter. Matthew speaks of him as 
“the carpenter’s son.” Every Jewish boy had to 
learn a trade. 

John 5:17. My Father. See also John 2: 16 and 
ch. 20:17. Jesus claimed to be carrying on God’s 
work. In ch. 5:18 we read that the Jews under- 
stood Jesus to claim equality with God. 

II Thess. 3: 6. Walketh disorderly. There were 
people in the Church who depended upon the charity 
of others and refused to work. In their idleness 
they went about making mischief. 

8. Night and day. Paul worked at his trade as 
well as preached the gospel. When not busy at 
the one, he was working at the other. The marks 
of toil were on Paul’s hands. Acts 20: 34. Burden 
any of you. Paul’s motive in undertaking manual 
work was to be independent, and not to become a 
burden to any of his brethren. He did not refuse 
support when it was given freely. Phil. 4: 16; 
pa Gor2:11°:°9. 

11. Busybodies. The Greek word for “work not” 
is similar to the Greek word for “busybodies.” The 
verse might read, “Busybodies not minding their 
own business.” 


THE LESSON OUTLINE 


The lesson topic is “Work.” The Scripture les- 
son is taken from three Bible passages, two from 
the Gospels, and one from Paul’s second letter to 
the Thessalonians. In the first passage we are told 
that Jesus, himself, was a worker. He was a ¢ar- 
penter by trade. In the second passage Jesus justi- 
fied himself by saying that God, the Father, is al- 
ways working, and at his sacred calling, Jesus, too, 
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Psalm 121. 


worked, even on the Sabbath. In the third passage 
Paul speaks of himself as “working night and day, 
that we might not burden any of you.” He con- 
demns all idleness and all fussiness about matters | 
not our own. He lays down the fundamental law, 
“Tf any will not work, neither let him eat.” 

The Greeks and the Romans thought those who 
lived by labor were fit only to be slaves. It was un- 
worthy to work. With the Jews it was otherwise. 
Their motto was, “Hate not laborious work.” The 
Fourth Commandment, which says, “Remember the 
sabbath day, to keep it holy” says also, “Six days 
shalt thou labor.” The teaching of Jesus makes 
work sublime and sacred. He came as a worker. 
His disciples were laboring men. Some one has 
asked the question, “Why has no religion this com- 
mand before all others, ‘Thou shalt work?’” The 
answer is that Christianity has such a command. 
The command of Jesus to his disciples was “Go 
work.” The blessing which followed work well 
done was, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
The penalty attached to carelessness and idleness 
was “Thou wicked and slothful servant.” Mrs. 
Browning somewhere says, “Free men freely work: 
whoever fears God, fears to sit at ease.” 


Jesus the Worker 
Mark 6: 1-3 

In the first section of the Scripture lesson we 
are introduced to Jesus as a workingman. Mark 
tells us that he was a carpenter and in Matthew 
we are told that he was “the carpenter’s son.” 
When he returned to Nazareth in his capacity as 
a teacher and a worker of miracles, those who knew 
him were astonished and said, “Is not this the 
carpenter’s son?” Jesus was not ashamed of his 
humble life and his humble work. We can well 
believe that he was a good carpenter and did his 
work well. He himself spoke about the house that 
was builded upon the rock which stood the shock 
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of the storm, and doubtless he knew how to build 
such a house with his own hands. He also said, 
“My yoke is easy,” and doubtless he knew how to 
make a good yoke that was easy for the oxen’s 
shoulders. One of the old writers of the Early 
Church who lived near to Christ’s own time says 
that Jesus made plows and yokes and household 
articles. He was a workman who was not ashamed 
of his work. It is generally thought that Joseph 
died while Jesus was yet a lad, and that later 
Jesus worked at his trade, and on him his mother 
and brothers and sisters depended. Certain it is 
that he worked for his living. In doing so Jesus 
entered into sympathy with all who toil and labor. 


“Where the many toil together, 
There am I among my own; 
Where the tired workman sleepeth, 
There am I with him alone. 

I, the Peace that passeth knowledge, 
Dwell amid the toil and strife; 

I, the Bread of heaven, am broken 
In the sacrament of life.” 


By becoming a worker Jesus made all work sacred 
and gave to the workman the assurance that he, 
too, was “God’s fellow worker.” In the light of 
what Jesus was and did is it not strange that men 
and women to-day feel that they are to be envied 
because wealth frees them from manual labor? The 
man who works faithfully with his hands and his 
brain is brother to the Carpenter of Nazareth. 


“This is the gospel of labor—ring it, ye bells of the 
kirk— 


ir 
The Lord of Love came down from above, to live 
with the men who work. 
This is the rose that he planted, here in the thorn- 
cursed soil— 
Heaven is blest with perfect rest, but the blessing 
of earth is toil.” 


God the Worker 
John 5:17 


Jesus had healed a sick man on the Sabbath Day. 
Read the beautiful story given in John 5: 1-9. Be- 
cause the cure was performed on the Sabbath the 
Jews were angry and began to persecute Jesus. In 
his own defense Jesus claimed that he was merely 
doing what God, his Father, was always doing. 
“My Father worketh even until now, and I work.” 
Jesus is God’s Messenger. He is a fellow worker 
with God. Jesus meant to say that with God there 
is no such Sabbath as the Jews believed, for God 
never ceased to work. “The Father does not rest 
from doing good on the Sabbath Day, and I as 
the Father’s hand, also do good on the Sabbath.” 
God’s Sabbath is filled with holy service, and so 
Jesus justified himself in doing good at any time. 
One of the early Greek writers says, “God never 
ceases working; for as to burn is the property of 
fire, and to be cold is the property of snow, so 
also to work is the property of God, and much the 
more as he is the origin of action for all others.” 


* 
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In one of the temples of Asia there can be seen 
a great idol of Buddha. It is called “The Sleeping 
Buddha.” But the God of the Bible never sleeps. 
He is always working. The Bible opens with the 
great work of creation and closes with the great 
work of redemption still going on in the world. To 
become like God we, too, must labor, for idleness 
has no place in the divine life. 

It is interesting to notice that in the carpenter’s 
shop Jesus was a worker, and when he set forth on 
his great ministry of healing and saving the world, 
he was still a worker. The nature of the work 
changed, but who will say that his work as a car- 
penter was harder than his work as the Saviour? 
Whether we work with our hands, with our hearts, 
or with our heads, we are all laborers and workers 
together. We must not fail to notice that Jesus’ 
work on the Sabbath was not for himself but for 
others. “He went about doing good.” 


Paul the Worker 
II Thess. 3 : 6-9 


The Epistles to the Thessalonians were among 
Paul’s first writings. The Christians in Thessa- 
lonica thought that Christ was to come again soon. 
They expected him at any hour. So sure were they 
that he would come and bring all things to an end 
that many of them refused to work and became 
idle, waiting for their Lord to come. They became 
dependent upon the charity of others. They not 
only refused to work themselves, but they inter- 
fered with the work of others and became “busy- 
bodies,” going about from house to house making 
a pretense of living a saintly life, but all the time 
denying the gospel by their loose living. Paul says 
that they walked “disorderly.” The word is a mili- 
tary word and refers to one’s post of duty. Paul 
says that these idlers left their post of duty and 
could not be depended upon. Such a life Paul em- 
phatically condemns, and sets. his own conduct up 
as an example of industry. Paul himself was a 
worker. Not only did he preach but he labored 
with his own hands at his trade of tent-making. He 
was dependent upon no one. He asked charity from 
none of the churches which he served. He did not 
refuse help when it came to him freely, but he did 
not seek it. Paul lived a busy life. “We may 
suppose that after meeting the church in the early 
morning, and conversing with strangers and preach- 
ing the gospel during the daytime, he would have 
to sit long into the night sewing the harsh goat’s- 
hair cloth of which tents were made. It is said 
that the craft of tent-making was but poorly paid. 
The apostle labored so much in this way that he 
had the industrial worker’s hands with their marks 
of toil, as he seems to have implied when, perhaps 
holding them out before his hearers, he said to the 
Ephesian elders, ‘Ye yourselves know that these 
hands ministered unto my necessities, and to them 
that were with me.”’” Acts 20: 34. 
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The Blessing of Work 
II Thess. 3: 10-13 


Thomas Carlyle has said, “Blessed is the man 
who has found his work,’ and Paul would be in 
agreement with this fine saying. In his teaching 
concerning labor he sets forth certain fundamental 
laws. (1) Work is a law of life. “If any will 
not work, neither let him eat.” We cannot live 
without eating, and we should not eat without work- 
ing. Every man must be a producer or else he 
lives on the bounty of some one else. When Millet 
painted his Angelus he pictured a young man and 
a woman in a field listening to the evening bell that 
called to worship. This is the true picture of life, 
for every true life includes love, worship, and work. 
(2) Work is the social bond of society. Paul ad- 
vises the Christians of Thessalonica to have noth- 
ing to do with an idler. “Have no company with 
him.” The Latin poet condemned the idler in the 
hereafter to a life with nothing to do. Work binds 
men together and makes them partners in creating 
the world about them. Those who will not work 
are betrayers of their brethren. Insects which live 
on other life are called parasites, and men and 
women who live on the work and labor of others 
may justly be called human parasites. (3) Work 
brings us into fellowship with God and with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The purpose of God is to bring 
in among men the Kingdom of God, and he needs 
human hands and human hearts to accomplish his 
great design. He says to every Christian, “Go 
work.” “Go ye into all the world.” He gives us tal- 
ents to use in his service. George Eliot has a poem 
about Stradivarius, the great violin-maker. In 
speaking of his joy in doing good work the artist 
says: 


“°Twere purgatory here to make them ill; 
And for my fame—when any master holds, 
*Twixt chin and hand a violin of mine, 
He will be glad that Stradivari lived, 
Made violins, and made them of the best. 
The masters only know whose work is good: 
They eke fehors mine, and while God gives them 
ski 
I give them instruments to play upon, 
God choosing me to help him.” 


The Penalty of Idleness 
II Thess. 3 : 10-13 


The lesson verses not only present the blessings 
of work, but also the penalties of idleness. Paul 
refused even charity to one who would not work. 
The idler becomes a busybody or a trouble-maker. 
He interferes with the work of others, and he is 
disloyal and disobedient to his Lord. When these 
religious facts take hold of our modern life, work 
will take on a new meaning. The rich man who 
does not work will be disgraced. The laboring man 
who refuses to do a faithful day’s work will be 
classed as a traitor to his fellow men. Good work 
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well done is an expression of character. A good 
man cannot bring forth bad work. In the olden 
times the carpenters and masons, the builders of 
the magnificant cathedrals of other days, were so 
proud of their handiwork, that they put their mark 
upon the finished product. 


“In the elder days of art, 

Builders wrought with greatest care 
Each minute and unseen part; 

For the gods see everywhere. 


“Let us do our work as well, 
Both the unseen and the seen; 

Make the house, where gods may dwell, 
Beautiful, entire, and clean.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did Jesus begin his life as a carpenter? 

2. What reason did Jesus give for working on 
the Sabbath? 

3. What trade 
work at it? 

4. Why is work a bond of social fellowship? 

5. What is the relation of work to worship and 
to character? 

6. What treatment should be accorded the idler? 


did Paul know? Why did he 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 22. What is the work of the Holy Spirit in us 
who believe? 

A. The work of the Holy Spirit in us who believe 
is to give us hatred of sin and love of righteous- 
ness, knowledge of the truth, power for service, and 
assurance that we are children of God. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What effect has the gospel had upon the way 
men look upon manual labor? 

2. When Jesus left his work as a carpenter did 
he cease to be a worker? 

3. Why did the Jews condemn Jesus because he 
was a carpenter? 

4. What is the relation of work to character? 

5. Why is idleness a crime against society? 

6. What message has the gospel for the labor 
problem to-day? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 17. Into what estate did the fall bring man- 
kind? 

A. The fall brought mankind into an estate of sin 
and misery. 


A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO WORK 


“Look up us and hear us, O Lord our God; and 
assist those endeared to please thee which thou thy- 
self hast granted to us; as thou hast given the first 
act of will, so give the completion of the work; 
grant that we may be able to finish what thou hast 
granted us to wish to begin. Amen.” 


Lesson IV April 24, 1921 
POVERTY AND WEALTH 


The Golden Text—‘“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”—Luke 12 : 34. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ISA. 5: 8-10; AMOS 8: 4-7; LUKE 16: 19-25 


Isa. 5: 8 Woe unto them that join house to house, Luke 16: 19 Now there was a certain rich man, 
that lay field to field, till there be no room, and ye and he was clothed in purple and fine linen, faring 
be made to dwell alone in the midst of the land! sumptuously every day: 

9 In mine ears saith Je-ho’vah of hosts, Of a 20 And a certain beggar named Laz’a-rus was 
truth many houses shall be desolate, even great laid at his gate, full of sores, 
and fair, without inhabitant. 21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs that 


10 For ten acres of vineyard shall yield one fell from the rich man’s table; yea, even the dogs 
bath, and a homer of seed shall yield but an ephah. came and licked his sores. 

* * * * * . 22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and 

Amos 8:4 Hear this, O ye that would swallow that he was carried away by the angels into A’bra- 
up the needy, and cause the poor of the land to ham’s bosom: and the rich man also died, and was 
fail, buried. 

5 Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that 23 And in Ha’des he lifted up his eyes, being 
we may sell grain? and the sabbath, that we may in torments, and seeth A’bra-ham afar off, and Laz’- 
set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the  a-rus in his bosom. 
shekel great, and dealing falsely with balances of 24 And he eried and said, Father A’bra-ham, 
deceit; / ~ have mercy on me, and send Laz’a-rus, that he may 

6 That we may buy the poor for silver, and the dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
needy for a pair of shoes, and sell the refuse of the tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame. 
wheat? 25 But A’bra-ham said, Son, remember that thou 

7 Je-ho’vah hath sworn by the excellency of in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 
Ja’cob, Surely I will never forget any of their lLaz’a-rus in like manner evil things: but now here 


works. he is comforted, and thou art in anguish. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 

Monday, “April “182.562 Saiteep oe Core ese The Dissipations of Wealth.............-.- Isa. 5 : 8-16. 
Tuesday, April <1 oss pe cnt nes ation ees God’s Vengeance on the Oppressors.........Amos 8: 4-12. 
Wednesday, April 203 2.5.00 cia oe hee The Rich Man and Lazarus...........<..... Luke 16: 19-31. 
Thursday, April SQN Ie Perea cubes isis ete Earthly and Heavenly Treasures..........- Matt. 6: 19-24. 
Friday, April 22.........ces ees cevecseenes Jesua’-Cure- forsAnxietyive. . 56% 5%. Os, Sensis Matt. 6 : 25-34. 
Saturday, April: 23... Misslentes fae eye nie gees Jesus’ Teaching About Riches..... vata See nae Mark 10: 17-31. 
Sunday; ‘April:-24e2, 2 ot5 san eee cee os eared Cod’s) Ownership Ao seis tte jer ier wale aracal sheqel Ps. 50: 7-15. 

DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES There is much said in the Bible about money, and 


Isa. 5:8. Field to field. The unjust seizure of Jesus was constantly referring to that subject. We 
land had driven people away, and few were left to are told that out of the thirty-eight parables which 
till the ground. he spoke, sixteen had some reference to money. 

10. One bath. About eight gallons. An ephah. We are told by those who have made the estimate 
This is the tenth part of a homer, which contains that one verse out of every six in the four Gos- 
ten or twelve bushels. pels deals with the matter of money. You will 

Amos 8:5. Dealing falsely. The shekel would be surprised if you will read the Gospels, keeping 
be about two hundred and fifty-two grains and in mind Jesus’ attitude toward wealth. Take for 
worth about one hundred dollars. The prophet con- example the Gospel of Luke, and see how frequently 
demns profiteering. Jesus emphasized the subject of money. In the 

Luke 16:21. The dogs. The dog in the East was eighth chapter he says that the cares and riches 
unclean. The outcast dog was, however, a friend. and pleasures of the world choke the life of the 

23. Hades. The Jews used the word to denote Spirit. In the twelfth chapter he tells the story of 
an intermediate state between heaven and hell. Both the rich fool, and concludes with the admonition, 
Lazarus and Dives were in Hades. In his bosom. “So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and 
It is a homelike picture. Lazarus rests like a child is not rieh toward God.” In the fourteenth chapter 
in the arms of Abraham, whom all Jews called, he announces the laws of hospitality: “When thou 


“father.” makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, 
nor thy brethren, nor thy kinsmen, nor rich neigh- 
THE PURPOSE OF THE LESSON bors; lest haply they also bid thee again, and a 


The lesson deals with the subject of poverty and recompense be made thee. But when thou makest a 
wealth. Two Scripture lessons are taken from the feast, bid the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
Old Testament, and one from the New Testament. blind.” In the fifteenth chapter Jesus tells the 
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story of the Lost Coin and of the Prodigal Son 
who wasted his fortune. In the sixteenth chapter 
he gives the history of the unjust steward, and 
this is followed by the story of the rich man and 
Lazarus, which is part of our lesson, and this by 
the story of the rich young ruler, and this by the 
story of Zacchzus, who in the presence of Jesus 
resolved to give half 
of his goods to feed 
the poor. 


The Unjust Use of 
Wealth 


Isa. 5: 8-10 


Isaiah the prophet 
pronounced judgment 
upon the rich and 
the rulers because of 
their injustice. They 
had been guilty of 
oppressing and _ rob- 
bing the poor. They 
had grown rich and 
great in other peo- 
ple’s poverty. They 
had enlarged their 
estates by seizing 
land unjustly and had 
made fortunes’ by 
short measure and 
unjust weights. God’s 
judgment, said the 
prophet, was about 
to fall upon the na- 
tion for such treat- 
ment of the poor. 

This first passage 
in the lesson brings 
us face to face with 
one of the great 
teachings of the Bi- 
ble concerning wealth 
—that wealth has its 
advantages, and pov- 
erty its advantages. 
The book of Prov- 
erbs is filled with 
practical wisdom con- 


cerning the advan- 
tages of wealth. Copyrighted by Harold Copping 
“The rich man’s 


wealth is his strong 

city: the destruction 

of the poor is their poverty.” Prov. 10:15. 
“Wealth addeth many friends; but the poor is sepa- 
rated from his friend.” Prov. 19:4. The wise 
man of the book of Proverbs prays that God will 
give him neither poverty nor riches, craving not 
to be wealthy, but dreading to be poor. The pas- 
sage suggests also a second fundamental Bible prin- 
ciple.about wealth—that riches dishonestly obtained 


Poverty and Wealth 


THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS 
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prove a curse. The Turks have this proverb: “Of 


riches lawfully obtained the Devil takes half; of 
riches unlawfully gained he takes the whole and 
the owner, too,’ and the book of Proverbs says, 
“He that oppresseth the poor to increase his gain, 
and he that giveth to the rich, shall come only to 
want.” 


Prov. 22:16. Germany sought the wealth 
of the surrounding 
nations and unjustly 
levied excessive pen- 
alties upon Serbia 
and Belgium, only at 
last to fall a prey to 
disaster and famine. 


God’s Care of the 
Poor 


Amos 8: 4-7 


The Book of Amos 
has been called, “A 
ery for justice.” All 
through the book the 
prophet is crying out 
against the luxury 
and extravagance of 
the nation, the injus- 
tice practiced by the 
leaders, and the op- 
pression of the poor 
by the rich. They 
swallowed up the 
needy. They were 
guilty of all sorts of 
profiteering. They 
gave short weight in 
money and_= short 
measure in grain. 
Their “balances,” 
their weights and 
measures, were not 
true. They bought 
and sold the poor 
like property. They 
bought the needy 
“for a pair of shoes,” 
and sold “the refuse 
of the wheat.” It is 
a terrible charge. 
God will not forget. 
In this wonderful 
passage which cham- 
pions the cause of 
the poor the Bible 
presents the oft-repeated principle of social justice. 
Wealth is not a virtue. Poverty is not a crime. 

Although the teaching of the Bible gives no coun- 
tenance to pauperism and shiftless poverty, it is 
always sympathetic with the poor. Jesus himself 
was poor, and often lived on the bounty of others, 
but he himself, as well as his disciples, were work- 
ingmen. In our land we know nothing of the pov- 
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erty of the East. Asia is still filled with beggars, 
and millions never know what it is not to be hun- 
gry. Thousands of children in mission lands go to 
bed hungry every night. Sherwood Eddy tells us 
that in India forty millions have to lie down every 
night upon a mud floor, who have had only one 
meal, or at most two scanty meals, during the day. 
During the last fifty years twenty-two famines in 
India alone have swept away twenty-eight millions 
of people. No wonder the message of Jesus that 
“the poor have the good tidings preached to them” 
brought new hope to the world. 


The Poor Rich Man 
Luke 16:19, 23-25 


Poverty and Wealth 


The story of the rich man, who is usually called 


Dives, and Lazarus, is a very familiar and strik- 
ing parable. The rich man was not a bad man. 
Nothing is said about an evil life. He was rich. 
He was clothed in purple and linen, the most costly 
garments obtainable. He had a beautiful house and 
lived in extravagant luxury, “faring sumptuously 
every day.” But at his door Lazarus, the poor beg- 
gar, lived and died uncared for and unattended 
except by the outcast dogs of the street. Condi- 
tions, however, cannot always continue the same, 
and at last the rich man died and was buried, 
When he awakened in the other life, he was in 
“torments” and craved not only the help of Abraham, 
but the help of Lazarus, and a drop of cold water. 
It is a picture of agony and of a life lost. After 
all, the rich man was very poor. He had nothing 
but wealth, and wealth cannot. satisfy the heart. 
He needed comfort and friendship and wealth could 
give him neither. 

We are not told how the rich man gained his 
wealth, but supposing it was.obtained honestly, he 
failed in the use of it. The teaching of Jesus about 
wealth is that those who have riches are to consider 
themselves God’s stewards, or trustees. They are 
not the owners but the custodians of wealth, and 
for its use God will hold them responsible. The 
rich man was judged not because he did evil, but 
because he did not do good. “I was hungry, and 
ye did not give me to eat; I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me no drink; I was a stranger, and ye took 
me not in; naked, and ye clothed me not; sick, 
and in prison, and ye visited me not.” To know 
that others are in need, anywhere in the world, 
and to live only for ourselves, is to merit judgment. 
We are responsible for the use of our talent. That 
talent may be in brains or in bonds. It is unfair 
to ask that a scientist shall devote his life to the 
prevention of disease and shall die a comparatively 
poor man, or that a statesman shall give himself 
as Lincoln gave himself for the welfare of the na- 
tion and without compensation, or that a soldier 
should spend himself for others without financial 
advantage, and that men and women should get 
and earn money and. increasing wealth, and use 
it for their own selfish purpose. Jesus taught men 
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the great truth of stewardship. He taught men 
that they were not their own, and that all that 
they had of talent and time and gold belonged to 
God. He taught men that they were trustees, and 
that the day would come when the great Judge of 
all would say, “Render the account of thy steward- 
ship.” 
The Rich Poor Man 
Luke 16 : 20-22 


The poor man’s name was Lazarus, or Eleazar, 
which means “God hath helped.” His name re- 
veals his character. He was poor only in money. 
He was rich in faith and in character, and when 
he died he was not “buried” as was the rich man, 
but “was carried away by the angels into Abra- 
ham’s bosom.” He was welcomed home as a prince. 
We do not know the cause of his poverty. It may 
have been sickness, for very often poverty comes 
through disease. It may have been old age, for age 
is often homeless and helpless. He may have been 
an old servant, unprovided for. We do not know. 
Jesus does not blame him for his poverty. He lies 
at the door of the rich man in want and in suffer- 
ing, and is allowed to die uncared for. That is 
enough, and Jesus means us to learn that poverty 
is sometimes worthy and that it is the duty of- those 
who have means not only to minister to it, but 
also to prevent it. Much of the poverty around 
us might be removed. The last census revealed the 
fact that there were eighty-four thousand paupers 
in the almshouses in the United States, and it has 
been estimated that there are now in the United 
States four million persons dependent upon public 
charity. One in every ten who die in New York 
City is buried at public expense. The causes for 
much of the poverty may be grouped under the 
headings, sickness, accident, intemperance, improvi- 
dence, and the waste of wealth, bad habits, bad in- 
heritance, bad sanitary conditions, low wages, 
unemployment, bad housing. In relation to all these 
the gospel not only makes protest but renders as- 
sistance. It champions the cause of the worthy 
poor. It condemns the conduct of the unworthy 
poor. It commends economy, thrift, and generosity. 
Its supreme virtue is love as expressed in service. 


JESUS AND WEALTH 


At the beginning of the lesson it was pointed 
out how large a place money and wealth had in the 
teaching of Jesus. Before we close the lesson let 
us try to gather up some of the teaching of Jesus 
about wealth and poverty. (1) Jesus taught that 
all wealth is the gift of God. He taught us to pray 
for “daily bread.” Talents and pounds, -the capital 
we work with, are bestowed by God. (2) Jesus 
taught that wealth and poverty were not the ex- 
pressions of character. Wealth itself is neither 
good nor bad. It gets moral value from those who 
handle it. If money harms us, it must be sur- 
rendered, for “What doth it profit a man, to gain 
the whole world, and forfeit his life?” (3) Jesus 
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taught the principle that wealth was to be held in 
trust for God. We are to “trade” with it until we 
are called to give an account. (4) Jesus taught 
that wealth is deceitful. Matt. 13:22. We can- 
not serve both money and God any more than we 
can travel east and west at the same time. (5) Je- 
sus did not value money gifts for their amount but 
for the spirit which prompted the gifts. Jesus 
praised the widow who gave two mites. She might 
have divided her benevolence, but she gave all, and 
Jesus commended her and immortalized her, not 
because of the amount ‘of the money which she gave 
but on account of the spirit in which it was given, 
for the measure of her giving was not in what she 
gave but in what she had left. She had given far 
beyond a tenth and had given out of her poverty 
not ten but one hundred per cent. She had far 
outclassed the rich who had given out of their 
superfluity, and had set an example that would 
challenge the heart of the Christian Church for all 
time. (6) Jesus commends the tithe, or the giv- 
ing of at least a tenth of one’s income to God. Matt. 
23:23. Compare I Cor. 16:2, where Paul com- 
mends individual, proportionate, and systematic giv- 
ing. (7) The principle that guides all our giving 
is the character of God. He is the great Giver. 
“God so loved the world, that he gave.” If we are 
to be like him, we, too, must give what we have, 
and what we are. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 
1. How would you define wealth? 
2. Has money a moral value in itself? 
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3. Which is more important, the getting or the 
spending of money? 

4. What relation has wealth to foreign missions? 

5. Why is wealth a temptation? 

6. Outline some of Jesus’ teachings about riches. 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 23. What is the duty and privilege of those 
who believe on Jesus Christ? 
A. The duty and privilege of those who believe 
on Jesus Christ is to confess him before men and 
to come into the full communion of the Church. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. What is the difference between poverty and 
pauperism? Can poverty be prevented? 

2. What relation does wealth bear to character? 

3. What does Jesus mean by calling us “stew- 
ards”? 

4. What claim has the poverty of India upon 
America? 

5. Have you personal habits of giving? Do you 
tithe your income? 

6. What is Jesus’ attitude toward wealth? 


The Shorter Catechism 
~Q. 18. Wherein consists the sinfulness of that 
estate whereinto man fell? 

A. The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man 
fell, consists in, the guilt of Adam’s first sin, the 
want of original righteousness, and the corruption 
of his whole nature, which is commonly called orig- 
inal sin; together with all actual transgressions 
which proceed from it. 


Lesson V—BIBLE TEACHINGS ABOUT EDUCATION 


The Golden Text—“Wisdom is the principal thing; 


therefore get wisdom.”—Proy. 4: 7. 


TEXT OF LESSON, DEUT. 6: 4-9: PROV. 3: 13-18; LUKE 2:52 


For entire lesson, see Deut. 6: 4-9; Prov. 3: 13-18; Luke 


Deut. 6: 4 Hear, O Is’ra-el: Je-ho’vah our God 
is one Je-ho’vah: 

5 And thou shalt love Je-ho’vah thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy might. 

6 And these words, which I command thee this 
day, shall be upon thy heart; 

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thy house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy 
hand, and they shall be for frontlets between thine 
eyes. 

9 And thou shalt write them upon the door-posts 
of thy house, and upon thy gates. 
*% * * * 


Prov. 3: 13. Happy is the man that findeth wis- 
dom, 


* 
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And the man that getteth understanding. 
14 For the gaining of it is better than the gain- 
ing of silver, 
And the profit thereof than fine gold. 
15 She is more precious than rubies: 
And none of the things thou canst desire are 
to be compared unto her. 


16 Length of days is in her right hand; 
In her left hand are riches and honor. 


17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
And all her paths are peace. 


18 She is @ tree of life to them that lay hold 


upon her: - 
And happy is every one that retaineth her. 
* * * * *% 


Luke 2:52 And Je’sus advanced in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and men. 
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DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, April 25........ceeceereeceerees Obedience and Instruction...........-e.ee0. Deut. 6: 4-13. 
Tuesday, April 2620 oi o0 oo aie lelecele ss alee a The Nurture of a Prophet..............+6. I Sam. 1 : 21-28. 
Wednesday, April 27......e.eeseeeeereees An Old-Time Bible Class............++-+-:. Neh. 8: 1-8. 
Thursday, April 28......6.ses+eecserseees The Worth of Wisdom..........+.- .++o8+- Prov. 3: 13-24. 
Friday -~Apuie2 s veces, cates ucla ings eerenessrete at Wisdom and Understanding...........-++-: Prov. 4: 1-13. 
Saturday, April 30.0... 200. oes eee cee nee Growth in Body, Mind, and Spirit.......... Luke 2: 40-52. 
Sunday; May als 00.5 suis dese dee ten? bre Source and Test of Wisdom...........-+..- James 1: 1-12. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 
Deut. 6:4. Hear, O Israel. This passage was 
quoted by Jesus as the “first and great command- 
ment.” It has been called the “Jewish Confession 
of Faith.” 


9. The door-posts. In every loyal Jewish home 


there was an oblong box containing the words of 


Deut. 6: 4-9 affixed to the right-hand doorpost of 
the house, and of each: room. 

Prov. 3:15. Rubies. Probably “red coral.” Red 
coral was very costly and was much’ treasured. 

18. A tree of life. In the midst of the Garden 
of Eden there was “the tree of life.” Wisdom is 
likened to a tree having life-giving qualities. 

Luke 2:52. Jesus advanced. Although he was 
the Son of God, the earthly life of Jesus was per- 
fectly natural. He passed through all the stages 
of normal childhood and youth. 


THE PURPOSE OF THE LESSON 


The lesson introduces us to the value of true edu- 
cation. In the Bible ignorance is condemned, and 
we are called upon to worship God with all our 
heart, with all our soul, and with all our mind. 
Other religions may exist because of ignorance, but 
Christianity demands enlightenment and cultivates 
the development of the whole personality. The 
lesson consists of three Scripture passages, one 
taken from Deuteronomy, one from Proverbs, and 
one from the Gospel of Luke. The great educator, 
Pestalozzi, says that sound education is like a tree 
planted near the water. A little seed is planted 
but the little seed contains the possibility of the 
tree, its form and its fruit. “Man is like a tree. 
In the newborn child are hidden those faculties 
which are to unfold during life.” This is similar 
to the wording of Psalm 1, about the blessed life. 
“And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams 
of water, that bringeth forth its fruit in its sea- 
son, whose leaf also doth not wither; and whatso- 
ever he doeth shall prosper.” True education re- 
sults not merely in increase of knowledge, but in 
the making of character. 


When Education Begins 
Deut. 6: 4-9 


All true education begins with the child. “Train 
up a child in the way he should go, and even when 
he is old he will not depart from it.” The Jews 
were early trained in the religion and history of 
their nation. In the making of life, and the mold- 


56 


ing of character, education must be begun early. 
A great teacher has said that when a child has 
reached even three years of age its character has 
been largely formed. However that may be, we 
know that childhood is the time when training is 
most effective. Habits are easily broken and easily 
formed, and memory is more alert. A mother once 
asked her minister when she should begin the edu- 
cation of her child who was then four years of 
age. “Madam,” said the minister, “you have lost 
three years already:” 


Education and the Home 

This wonderful passage is the golden text of the 
Jewish educational system. The Old Testament 
makes parents responsible for the religious educa- 
tion of their children. The father was instructed 
to teach to his children the history of his people, 
and some of the psalms are just the recitation of 
the great events in the life of the nation. Every 
holy-day feast and festival furnished a background 
for teaching and it became a binding duty upon 
parents that they should tell their children the 
wonderful story of God’s marvelous goodness to the 
nation. “We will not hide them from their chil- 
dren, telling to the generation to come the praises 
of Jehovah, and his strength, and his wondrous 
works that he hath done.” The home should be 


the holiest spot on earth, and there first should - 


be learned life’s best lessons. “The older I grow,” 
says. Thomas Carlyle, “and I am now upon the 
brink of eternity, the more comes back to me the 
first sentence of the Catechism which I learned when 
a child, and the fuller and deeper its meaning be- 
comes, ‘What is the chief end of man? To glorify 
God, and to enjoy him forever.’ ” 

In this training, especially in our day, the mother - 
has a great part. President Adams once said, “All 
T am, my mother made me,” and George Herbert, 
the poet, remarked truly that “One good mother 
is worth a hundred schoolmasters.” Children and 
young people should love and reverence their homes 
and always keep in mind the fact that they receive 
in their homes the greater part of the education 
that remains with them throughout life. If you 
will read “The Cotter’s Saturday Night,” by Robert 
Burns, it will introduce you to beautiful poetry, 
and also to a beautiful picture of home life. 


The Best Education 
Prov. 3: 13-18 
The book of Proverbs is the educational textbook 


Lesson V 


of the Bible. It speaks about the value of knowl- 
edge or wisdom, and starts out with the motto, 
“The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of knowl- 
edge.” True knowledge teaches us how to live and 
for what to live. “I wish you would change my 
heart,” said an African chief to David Livingstone, 
the missionary. “Give me medicine to change it, 
for it is proud, proud, and angry, angry always.” 
But medicine cannot change the heart. Outward 
form and outward habits cannot make life beauti- 
ful. Life must be made beautiful from within, by 
true thinking and kind feeling, and by the love of 
God. The best education is like a tree that bears 
beautiful fruit. If you will read through these 
verses, Prov. 3: 13-18, you will be able to discover 
many kinds of fruit. 
(1) Happiness. 
“Happy is the man 
that findeth wis- 
dom.” (2) True 
wealth, which means 
a rich life. “The 
gaining of it is bet- 
ter than the gain- 
ing of silver.” (3). 
Long life. “Length 
of days is in her 
right hand.” 
Honor. And 
her left hand are 
riches and honor.” 
(5) Joy. “Her ways 
are ways of pleas- 
antness.” (6) Peace. 
“And all her paths 
are peace.” (7) A 
full life. “She is a 
tree of life to them 
that lay hold upon 


her.” If you will 
change the word 
“wisdom” to the 
name “Jesus” you Used by permission 
will understand 
what the Bible 


means by wisdom, 

for in the New Testament we read that Jesus is 
the “wisdom from God.” In writing of Thomas Car- 
lyle, one of his admirers once said, “A great master 
of modern literature, who wandered through many 
ways of thought far from the opinions and faith 
of his parents, when in his old age, he sat down 
to write the reminiscences of his life, discovered 
that the original bent given to his mind by his 
peasant parents had remained unexhausted to the 
end.” 


The Education of Jesus 
Luke 2: 52 


Concerning the early education of Jesus, Luke 
says, “And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and men.” This is all that 
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is said concerning Jesus’ early education, but from 
his words and teaching we know how well he was 
trained. The people were so astonished at the 
wealth of his wisdom that they exclaimed, “How 
knoweth this man letters, having never learned?” 
They meant that Jesus had never had what we call 
“a college education.” But one does not need to 
be college trained to be educated. Abraham Lin- 
coln was not college trained, but his was a well- 
read and well-trained mind. The college boy and 
girl have great advantages, but some who have not - 
these advantages make up for their handicap by 
hard work and patient study. 

In the time of Jesus the schools which were held 
in the synagogues were taught by the priests and 
rabbis. The pupils 
sat in a semicircle, 
with the teacher in 
the center. Up to 
the age of ten the 
Scripture was the 
only textbook and 
they committed to 
memory the Law, 
the story of the 
passover, parts of 
the Prophets, and 
many of the psalms. 
From the teaching 
of Jesus we know 
that he had an in- 
timate knowledge 
of the Old Testa- 
ment. Besides his 
study of the Scrip- 
ture, Jesus worked 
at his trade and 
learned much _ at 
his mother’s knee, 
and out on the hills 
around Nazareth. 
He loved nature 
and read it like an 
open book, knowing 
the birds and the 
flowers and_ the 
signs in the sky and seeing the beauty all around him. 


A LIFE FOURSQUARE 


Let us look more closely at these words about 
Jesus’ early education. “And Jesus advanced in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and 
men.” They contain the record of a complete and 
perfect education. (1) He advanced in stature. 
He grew into perfect health. His physical develop- 
ment was normal and perfect. No education is true 
that does not first of all develop a sound body. The 
priests of the Old Testament were perfect speci- 
mens of manhood. They were “without blemish,” 
and Jesus, who was a priest of a higher order than 
they, had a perfect physical life. (2) He advanced 
in wisdom. His mind developed and year by year 
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he grew wiser. Holman Hunt painted a picture of 
Jesus working in the carpenter’s shop, and he has 
placed on a shelf in the shop rolls and manuscripts, 
thereby suggesting that in his leisure moments 
Jesus improved his time in study. (3) He advanced 
in favor with God. His soul, as well as his mind, 
grew and developed. He learned to know God bet- 
ter day by day. We would think that Jesus all 
through his life saw and knew God perfectly, but 
we are told here that even he grew to know God 
- better as he grew older. No life is truly educated 
that is ignorant of God. To know God is eternal 
life. (4) Jesus advanced in favor with men. As 
people knew him better they loved him more. His 
was a foursquare life. 


OUR EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 


Rest and Recreation 


It is the duty of every young man and woman~ 


to secure the best possible education. If we are to 
worship God with our “minds” we must train our 
minds so that they can understand God. Chris- 
tianity has therefore been interested in schools and 
colleges, and wherever the gospel has been preached, 
colleges and schools have multiplied. On the other 
hand, as Christians, we owe an obligation to those 
who do not have the educational advantages which 
we have. There is room here for only a few facts, 
but these will be sufficient to place before us our 
duty. (1) The Interchurch World Movement pre- 
sented to us these startling figures: “The United 
States of America has been invaded by three enemy 
armies which threaten our national existence. First, 
there is within our borders an army of five and 
one-half million illiterates above nine years of age; 
second, there is an army of fifty million people 
above five years of age who are not identified with 
any church—Jewish, Catholic, or Protestant; third, 
there is an army of twenty-seven million Protestant 
children and youth, under twenty-five years of*age, 
who are not enrolled in any Sunday school or other 
institution for religious training.” (2) When we 
look out beyond America we see in all non-Christian 
lands terrible conditions of ignorance. There are 
millions of men, women, and ehildren who cannot 
read or write, and who live in a world of mental 
and moral darkness. Only one man in twelve, and 
one woman in twenty-five in heathen lands can read 
or write. The great problem before us, however, is 
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not education, but Christian education. We must 
endeavor to give the world the knowledge of the 
true God. 


OUR EDUCATIONAL ORDERS 


The last command of Jesus was, “Go ye there- 
fore, and make disciples of all the nations, ... . 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
commanded you.” Matt. 28:19, 20. This, too, is 
our educational order—‘teaching them.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 
. What is the true meaning of education? 
Why is childhood the best time to educate? 
. What place had the home in Jewish education? 
What blessings follow a life well lived? 
. Where did—Jesus get his education? 
. What is our duty toward those who are ig- 
norant? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 24. Is there more than one Church? 

A. There is only one Church, in which all the 
saved, in heaven and on earth, are included, and of 
which Jesus Christ is the Head. 

Q. 25. What is the Church on earth? 

A. The Church on earth is the whole body of 
those who confess Christ as Lord and Saviour, to- 
gether with their children. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What obligations regarding education were 
placed on Jewish parents? 

2. What is the relation of education to religion? 

3. What advantages has the home over the school? 

4. Was Jesus an educated man? 

5. What is the value of a good education? 

6. Why is Christianity interested in education? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 19. What is the misery of that estate where- 
into man fell? 

A. All mankind, by their fall, lost communion 
with God, are under his wrath and curse, and so 
made liable to all the miseries of this life, to death 
itself, and to the pains of hell for ever. 


Lesson VI—REST AND RECREATION 


The Golden Text—‘The streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof.” 
—Zech. 8: 5. 


TEXT OF LESSON, LEV. 23: 39-43; DEUT. 5: 12-15; MARK 6: 31, 32 


Lev. 23:39 Howbeit on the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruits 
of the land, ye shall keep the feast of Je-ho’vah 
seven days: on the first day shall be a solemn rest, 
and on the eighth day shall be a solemn rest. 
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40 And ye shall take you on the first day the 
fruit of goodly trees, branches of palm-trees, and 
boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and 
fe shall rejoice before Je-ho’vah your God seven 

ays. 
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41 And ye shall keep it a feast unto Je-ho’vah thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man- 
seven days in the year: it is a statute for ever servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thine ox, nor 
throughout your generations; ye shall keep it in thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger 


the seventh month. that is within thy gates; that thy man-servant and 
42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that thy maid-servant may rest as well as thou. 
are home-born in Is’ra-el shall dwell in booths; 15 And thou shalt remember that thou wast a 


43 That your generations may know that I made servant in the land of E’gypt, and Je-ho’vah thy 
the children of Is’ra-el to dwell in booths, when I God brought thee out thence by a mighty hand and 
brought them out of the land of E’gypt: I am by an outstretched arm: therefore Je-ho’vah thy 


Je-ho’vah your God. God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day. 
* * * * * * * * * * 
Deut. 5:12 Observe the sabbath day, to keep it Mark 6:31 And he saith unto them, Come ye 
holy, as Je-ho’vah thy God commanded thee. yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a 
13 Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy while. For there were many coming and going, and 
work; they had no leisure so much as to eat. 
14. But the seventh day is a sabbath unto Je- 32 And they went away in the boat to a desert 


ho’vah thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, place apart. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 

LOTIAHA NIA TORT Reta. oi tole wee At) PPR BES. Of Ove Mesto nee rc. 8 eae eee Lev. 23 : 39-44. 
CTE SN ECR a re Pia eta re Ra The Joy of the Lord Is Your Strength...... Neh. 8: 9-18. 
RV GUIS VILA Ved ok, gis Hicteets WE LIS) Cee The Day of Rest Commanded.............. Deut. 5 : 6-15. 
eNO KEAN SNe eats eked bition Gk wcas LHe MaAtnnge athGana cues Se eee John 2: 1-11. 
Pais Va Ve O vee ee. bi eee aes, oes ves Loe upper ab bethany. cercccle |) ee John 12: 1-11. 
ITA Vee aU eit tee. Aan oe ek. cae Jena andthe Sabbath:< reels lin. cae Luke 6: 1-11. 
SUNG ee? EASES ett ai 9 aes ta a an ThéwSoullss Satisfactionis net ir i. lee iS 8 : 1-8 

DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES guide us into the study of this interesting subject. 

Lev. 23:39. The feast of Jehovah. This was Horace Greeley once said, “The word ‘rest’ is not 
called the feast of booths, or the feast of taber- 1% my vocabulary.” We are glad that the word 


nacles, or the feast of ingathering. It was observed “rest” found a place in the vocabulary of Jesus and 

from the fifteenth to the twenty-second of October. im the language of the Bible. 

It was the national “harvest home,” the Jewish 

Thanksgiving Day. The Need of Rest 

ait Era ae i at a edt dae eight days, We live in a busy world, and the sweetest mes- 
Deut. 5:12. The sabbath day. The word “sab- 528 that comes to busy men and women is the mes- 

Bath iicatin “resiee Atte thie. work: Of ereation.. Bane of rest. The body needs rest, and God has 


‘6 ” : . given to us the great gift of sleep. The mind needs 
Bev eeitrniok tt ee oe day in seven rest. The spirit needs rest. We grow weary and ex- 


15. Thou shalt remember. In Exodus, the Com- hausted even in the service of God. In the Garden 


: : f Gethsemane, a few hours from the cross, the 
d t b the obligation to keep the Sabbath °: ¢ ; Sa ered oh ie ses 
ae Reine Rider Brean Here it is based disciples slept, and Jesus said, “The spirit indeed 


on the redemption of Israel from Egypt is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Jesus sought 


Mark 6:31. A desert place. The place was on quietness and solitude alone with God out in the 


‘ : mountains and in the night. We are told that 
alaeade ts a sek ae a ahs much the trees which once grew along the banks of the 


Thames in London, are now dead or dying. The 

constant play of the electric lights and the disturb- 

THE PURPOSE OF THE LESSON : ances of trade and commerce have robbed nature 

The title of the lesson is “Rest and Recreation.” of her night and her need for darkness and quiet. 

We have already studied about work, and it is Whatever truth there may be in this, we know that 

equally necessary to study about rest. The Bible character must have quietness in order to come into 
passages are taken from three books. The first power. 


passage, from Leviticus, deals with feasts and holy : 
days. The second, from Deuteronomy, gives us the The Need of Recreation , ; 
law of the Sabbath, and the obligation to rest one The true meaning of the word “recreation” is to 


day in seven. The third, from the Gospel of Mark, “re-create.” It does not mean mere play, but play 
gives us an incident in the life of Christ. In the that sends us back to work with strength re-created 
midst of his busy and hurried life he takes his dis- and with new hope. Any amusement or pleasure 
ciples away from their old surroundings and goes that robs us of our strength and sends us to our 
off to “a desert place” to rest. These passages will work less fit cannot be called recreation. Young 
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people who go to work or to school on Monday 
morning with heavy heads and tired brains, give 
good proof that their Sunday has been misspent. 
One of the great writers of America says that play 
has as true a place in life as prayer. Every boy 
and girl should learn to play. Play keeps life 
normal and healthy, and enables us to meet life’s 
problems with joy and cheer. A playground in a 
great city is as necessary as a school. We need 
fewer big parks and many more small and con- 
venient playgrounds. The words of the Bible are 
good words to remember, “A cheerful heart is 
a good medicine.” 


The Holiday Rest 
Ley. 23 : 39-43 


This first passage of Scripture in our lesson in- 
troduces us to the feast days of the Jews as given 
in the Old Testament. Read in Lev., ch. 23, about 
the feast of the harvest, the feast of trumpets, and 
the feast of tabernacles. The feast of tabernacles 
to which the verse in the lesson refers was the 
national harvest home of the Hebrew people. It 
was their Thanksgiving Day. For eight days, be- 
ginning and ending on the Sabbath, they were to 
keep the feast joyfully in leafy booths, rejoicing 
in their national history and in their freedom from 
Egyptian bondage. It is the story of as happy a 
scene as can be found in the history of any people. 

We, too, have our national holidays. We name 
over our Independence Day, our Thanksgiving Day, 
our New Year’s Day, and we have right to rejoice 
and be glad in them as the Jew had right to re- 
joice on his national feast days. They are great 
national rest and recreation days, and it is good 
to think of them as having the sanction of God, 
who is always careful of our welfare. Holidays 
are indeed holy days, and should be kept with joy- 
ful thanksgiving to God. Speaking of the great 
days of Independence, John Adams said: “The sec- 
ond day of July, 1776, will be the most memorable 
epoch in the history of America. I am apt to be- 
lieve that it will be celebrated by succeeding gen- 
erations as the great anniversary festival. It ought 
to be commemorated as the day of deliverence, by 
solemn acts of devotion to God almighty. It ought 
to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, 
games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illumina- 
tions, from one end of this continent to the other, 
from this time forward for evermore.” These words 
refer of course to what we now call our Independ- 
ence Day. 


The Sabbath Rest 
Deut. 5 : 12-15 


God has written into the moral law for all time 
the law of the Sabbath. “Six days shalt thou labor, 
and do all thy work; but the seventh day is a 
sabbath unto Jehovah thy God.” Jesus said, “The 
sabbath was made for man,” for his enjoyment, his 
freedom, his release from toil. The way in which 
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we spend Sunday will be reflected not only in the 
work of the week, but in the work of life. 

It is to be feared that too much of our thought 
about Sunday is bound up with negative commands. 
We are bidden not to do certain things on that 
day. It is well to remember the words of Jesus, 
“Tt is lawful to do good on the sabbath day.” What 
is your idea of how Sunday should be observed? 
Is it a happy. day for you? If not, why is it not 
a happy day? Perhaps it is because you do not 
use the day in the way it should be used. 


Work and Rest 
Dent.5 212-15 


It is interesting to note that in this great Com- 
mandment concerning the Sabbath, work and rest 


- are linked together and cannot be separated. The 
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law that says, “Observe the sabbath day, to keep 
it holy,” also says “Six days shalt thou labor.” 
Rest and toil go hand in hand down the path of 
life. Work alone makes life a tragedy. Rest alone 
makes life a comedy. 


The Rest of Nature 
Mark 6: 31, 32 


Jesus led his disciples away from the city and 
the crowd across the lake to the mountains and 
the open country. “Come ye yourselves apart into 
a desert place, and rest a while. For there were 
many coming and going, and they had no leisure 
so much as to eat. And they went away in the 
boat to a desert place apart.” Jesus himself knew 
the value of life in God’s out of doors and under- 
stood the messages of the birds and flowers, of 
mountains and sky. “Christ knew every nook 
among the hills. He had wandered among them 
since he was a boy. Where the grass was greenest 
he had dreamed his dreams, and read the writing 
of his Father’s hand. And now, looking upon his 
wearied disciples, he thought of one choice spot he 
head long loved, and he said, ‘Come ye yourselves 
apart . .. and rest a while. For him, there had 
been rest in nature. For them, there was to be 
rest in nature. Taught by the breeze, the moun- 
tain, and the stream, they were to come to their 
true selves again. They were to bathe in that deep 
and mighty silence that spreads itself out beyond 
the noise of man. They were to let the peace of 
lonely places sink with benediction on their souls.” 


The Rest of Companionship 

Jesus led the disciples away from the multitude 
so that they might be alone with him. He did not 
say, “Go ye apart.” He said, “Come ye... . apart.” 
He bade them leave the unthinking multitude and go 
off with him to think and pray and enter into the 
secret of friendship. These periods of rest and 
recreation enjoyed by Jesus and his disciples were 
not meant as ends in themselves. The disciples were 
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to “rest a while.” Then, when the call came for 5, Why did Jesus go away from the crowd with 
them to return to work, they would go back strength- his disciples? 
ened and heartened for their task. 6. What dangers do rest and recreation present? 
The Misuse of Recreation The Intermediate Catechism 
In one of her letters, Mrs. Wesley, the mother 26. What is th t work of the Churct 
of John Wesley, wrote these words: “Would you eit BP raan Mtr spac es ans oak Stee 
judge of the lawfulness or unlawfulness of a pleas- A. The great work of the Church on earth is to 


ure, take this rule: Whatever weakens your reason, ear witness to Jesus Christ and so to advance the 
impairs the tenderness of your conscience, obscures Kingdom of God. 
your sense of God, or takes off the relish of spirit- 


ual things; whatever increases the authority of 
your body over your mind—that thing, to you, is FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 
sin.” The ordinary “good time” of many young men 1. What is the relation of work and rest? 
ends only in moral overthrow. The Christian should 2. What moral value has a right observance of 
welcome everything in nature and life and in ath- the Sabbath? 
letics that is clean and healthy and wholesome, and 3. What obligations rest upon a city to provide 
should shun as he would shun a plague anything recreational opportunities? 
that would dishonor his body, his mind, or his home. 4. Why do leisure and recreation become sources 
The Christian life is a life that aims at both health of temptations? 
and holiness, and the secret is discovered where all 5. What attitude should a Christian take toward 
true secrets have their abiding place, in the love athletics? 
of God. The path of a good life leads to a happy 6. What are the true sources of happiness? 
goal. Wisdom’s ways “are ways of pleasantness, 
and all her paths are peace.” The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to perish in the 
FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS estate of sin and misery? 
1. What is the difference between rest and recre- A. God, having out of his mere good pleasure, 
ation? from all eternity, elected some to everlasting life, 
2. What use may we make of holidays? did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver them 
3. How should the Sabbath be observed? out of the estate of sin and misery, and to bring 
4. What moral value has play? them into an estate of salvation by a Redeemer. 


Lesson VII—WORKING WITH OTHERS 


The Golden Text—“Ye are the body of Christ, and severally members thereof.”—I Cor. 12: 27. 
TEXT OF LESSON, I COR. 12: 14-27 


For entire lesson, see I Cor. 12: 4-27; John 6: 1-14. 


14 For the body is not one member, but many. 22 Nay, much rather, those members of the body 
15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the which seem to be more feeble are necessary: 
pause os of the body; it is not therefore not 23 And those parts of the body, which we think 


to be less honorable, upon these we bestow more 
abundant honor; and our uncomely parts have more 
abundant comeliness; 


16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the 
eye, I am not of the body; it is not therefore not 


of the body. 

17 If the whole body were an eye, where were 24 Whereas our comely parts have no need: but 
the hearing? If the whole -were hearing, where God tempered the body together, giving more 
were the smelling? abundant honor to that part which lacked; 

18 But now hath God set the members each one 25 That there should be no schism in the body; 
of them in the body, even as it pleased him. but that the members should have the same care 
ae pes if they were all one member, where were one for another. 

e body? 

20 But now they are many members, but one 26 And whether one member suffereth, all the 
body. r members suffer with it; or one member is honored, 

21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, I have all the members rejoice with it. 

no need of thee: or again the head to the feet, I 27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and severally 
have no need of you. members thereof. 
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DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, (May Sees tic te whe cee eretratee oes Spiritual Gite 2.4 ie ee et eae ee PP Coth igs 
TPucsdayel May: 3102220. x. stescte tun tete nee staterel.g Definite ‘Ministry torr Mach. icser ce etree E. Coti1222 2-075 
Wednesday Mayic bli. cts tne sree The BodwwotGhrist 6eo bec. aes a eee Tl Cor 1218-3). 
EAUYSOa Ys p.Mayoel 2k cics.c eras ae erase are Service Governed by Love..........0.e0e00: 1. Gor:;ehsak3: 
HriGay AMERY los on ec a en atehs ated eae ot eens Workers: Together. with God. %,0.....6ejs eae John 6: 1-14. 
Saturday: via yi Oe pce 2 tlie lates cet nmne athens God's Mellow a VVOreere: nu us i erence ly Cor cles 
Simndays UMiayy laisse. vee wre eee Rene atte: The: Unity atthe Spirit... 2 s.jate on. tens Psalm 133. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 
14. Not one member but many. [Even as the 
body has unity but also diversity of function, so in the 
Church there is unity of spirit but variety of gifts. 
22. More feeble. Even as we spend more care 
on that part of the body which has become diseased 


or weak, so we ought to treat the weak members 


of the Church with tenderness. 

23. We bestow ... honor. 
thus honoring them more 
than the face and the / 
hand which we leave un- 
covered. 

25. No schism. No 
disunion or division. The 
Church of Christ, like 
the body, cannot be di- 
vided against itself. 


THE PURPOSE OF 
THE LESSON 

The lesson is taken from 
Paul’s first letter to the 
Corinthian Church. In 
that church, as in other 
New Testament churches, 
various gifts and endow- 
ments were given to dif- 
ferent members by. the 
Holy Spirit. On one was 
bestowed the gift of 
prophecy, on another the 
gift of speaking with 
tongues, on another the 
gift of working miracles, 
and on others less ex- 
ceptional gifts such as 
the ability to teach, or 
to interpret, or to ex- 
press the Christian life 
in terms of loving service. There grew up 
among the more favored members a disposition to 
exult in their miraculous gifts, to overvalue them 
and to disparage and undervalue the gifts and 
graces of those less fayored. The apostle is ex- 
plaining in the lesson that all gifts are to be hon- 
ored and that all are necessary. He illustrates his 
thought from the unity and the diversity existing 
in the human body. The body is one. It has one 
central life, but within this unity there are many 
members. There is the hand, the ear, the eye, the 
foot, and each of them has not the same function, 


That is by clothing, 


THE APOSTLE PAUL 
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but all serve a common purpose and suffer together 
and rejoice together. So in the Church which ex- 
ists because of a common life in Christ, every mem- 
ber is necessary to fulfill the purpose of the whole. 
The Church is Christ’s body, and the individual 
Christians are members thereof. Some have great 
honor and dignity bestowed upon them, and others 
fill humble positions, but each one is necessary to 
the unity and health of the other. 


One Is Our Master 
T*Conwil2inFiovern 


The members of the 
church in Corinth had be- 
come jealous of one an- 
other and there was much 
rivalry and_ boasting. 
The Church of the New 
Testament was much like 
the Church of to-day. 
‘the membership was 
made up of weak men 
and women who were 
learning to live as Jesus 
would have them live. 
The Christians of Cor- 
inth had had great gifts 
and blessings bestowed 


on them. Some could 
work miracles. Some 
could prophesy. Some 


could speak with tongues. 
On the other hand, some 
Corinthian Christians 
possessed no exceptional 
gifts and there was a 
tendency on the part of 
those more highly en- 
dowed to look down upon 
the men and women of more ordinary talents. 

In this chapter, Paul first of all told these Corin- 
thian Christians that all their gifts and graces had 
come from one source. They were all the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. They were all divine endowments. 
He told them that “there are diversities of gifts, 
but the same Spirit.” V.4. Again he says, “There 
are diversities of ministrations, and the same Lord.” 
V.5. Every member of the Christian Chureh has 
been baptized into one body, of which Christ Jesus 
is the Head. This, then, is the first lesson to be 
learned concerning the way in which we may work 
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Christ is Master of all. We do not 
We take our orders 


with others. 
serve one another but him. 
and receive our life from him. All Christian service 
finds its motive and its value in him. Social service 
for the welfare of our fellow men will carry us far, 
but social service for Christ’s sake will take us to 
the ends of the earth. Paul gave his life in the 
service of others, for Christ’s sake. To every Chris- 
tian who answers his call, Jesus says, “Come ye 
after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 


Helping One Another 
I Cor. 12: 14-21 


Paul told the Christians of Corinth that the 
Church is a living body of which Christ is the life. 
No Christian should boast superior gifts and talents. 
Each individual Christian is part of the body and 
as in the human body there are many members, 
with different functions, but all ministering to a 
common life, so in the Church each separate Chris- 
tian is a worker together with every other Chris- 
tian. To one is given the gift of healing; to another 
the gift of tongues, and to another the gift of 
prophecy, but the service of each contributes to the 
good of all. All service rendered because of the 
love of Christ has the same value with God. The 
man with two talents received the commendation 
of the Master even as the man with ten talents. 
The law of the Christian life is that we are work- 
ers together with God. We are members one of 
another. 

Jesus calls upon every person to consecrate his 
life to him, and, when he has done so, to become a 
worker in the Kingdom. Each Christian serves ac- 
cording to his talent. All Christians cannot do 
the same work. As in the building of a house all 
kinds of workmen are needed, so in the building of 
the Kingdom of God, all kinds of service are re- 
quired. In vs. 28-31 of this same chapter, Paul out- 
lined the various gifts and talents of the Christians 
in the church of Corinth. To Mary who had poured 
out the ointment, Jesus said, “She hath done what 
she could.” This is the kind of praise we all may 
covet, and which we all may obtain. 


The Grace of Sympathy 
t, 0T. bait 22726 
It is pointed out in the lesson that just as we 
give exceptional care to any part of the body which 
has contracted or inherited weakness, so in like 
manner instead of boasting of our excellence we 
should strive to help our fellow Christians who, 
through any cause whatever, experience frailty, 
weakness, or a handicap of any kind. It is a beau- 
tiful and Christlike rule. The word common to sci- 
ence is “The survival of the fittest,’ which means 
that the weak perish and the strong survive. The 
message of Christ is: 
“Make friends of God’s children, 
Help those who are weak; 
Forgetting in nothing, 
His blessing to seek.” 


Working with Others 


_the instrument through which Christ works. 
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The gospel has championed the cause of the weak 
all over the world. It has championed the cause 
of the child and has condemned child labor. It has 
worked for the emancipation and education of the 
slave. It has established orphanages for the home- 
less and asylums for the feeble-minded, the blind, 
and the deaf. It has sent healing and comfort to 
the lepers, and to plague-stricken countries, and has 
followed in the footsteps of Jesus about whom it 
was said, “A bruised reed shall he not break, and 
smoking flax shall he not quench.” The commenda- 
tion of Jesus rests upon all Christians who in love 
and sympathy minister to those in need. “I was 
hungry, and ye gave me to eat; I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took 
me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and 
ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto 
me.” 


Workers Together with Christ 
PAGOrsel 2 cee 


The lesson closes with the words, “Ye are the 
body of Christ, and severally members thereof.” 
Paul frequently called the Church “the body of 
Christ.” In the days of his earthly life, Jesus had 
a body and by means of it he ministered to the 
world. His hand ministered in mercy to the thou- 
sands. His feet went on many errands of love. His 
lips spoke words of comfort and of salvation. Now 
that he has laid aside his earthly body, his dwelling 
place is in the hearts of his followers. His Spirit 
dwells in the Church which is his body, for the 
Church is merely the Christians who love and serve 
Christ as Lord and Master. The Church is now 
Chris- 
tians are now his hands, his feet, his lips, to carry 
his message of love to men. Without him we can 
do nothing, and without us Jesus, himself, cannot 


earry on his work. It is a wonderful thought. We 
are workers together with him. 
The Secret of Success 
Read I Cor., ch. 13 
The Early Church possessed great gifts. It had 
the gift of tongues. It could work miracles. Some 


gifts were considered of a higher order than others, 
and those possessing these greater gifts gloried in 
them and disparaged others possessing lesser gifts. 
Paul not only says that all gifts are from God, but 
that the greatest of all gifts is not miracle-working, 
or the gift of tongues, but love. The thirteenth 
chapter should be read in connection with the les- 
son. Love has been called “the greatest thing in 
the world.” Love endures when prophecy and mira- 
cles have ceased, and it is within the reach of all. 
By “love” Paul means “loving service.” Love to 
God and love to man are active and are always dis- 
covering ways of doing good. Love gives us above 
everything else the right attitude toward others 
and so makes it possible for us to work with and 
for them. It gives us Jesus’ attitude to the poor, 
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the weak, the sick, the sinful, the sorrowing, and to 
the great non-Christian world. It enables us to 
work with people who are hard to work with and 
to serve those who appeal to us for Christ’s sake. 
Under the inspiration of the Spirit of Jesus the 
whole world claims our service and our love. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. What exceptional gifts did the early Christians 
possess? 

2. How can talents and gifts be compared? 

3. What should be our attitude toward the weak 
and unworthy? 

4. What is meant by calling the Church “the 
body of Christ’? 

5. Why is love the greatest thing in the world? 

6. In what ways can we heip forward the King 
dom of God? 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 27. What is meant by the Kingdom of God? . 
A. By the Kingdom of God is meant the rule of 
God in the hearts of men, so that in love to him and 
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to their fellow men, they live in righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Interpret the meaning of Paul’s illustration 
about the body and its members. 

2. Do some Christians possess superior gifts? 

3. Is the “survival of the fittest” a Christian prin- 
ciple? 

4. Is it right to say that Christ can work only 
through Christians? 

5. Why have Christians an obligation to non- 
Christians whom they have never seen? 

6. Why is love the supreme gift? 


The Shorter Catechism © 


Q. 21. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect ? 

A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, be- 
came man, and so was, and continueth to be, God 
and man, in two distinct natures, and one person, 
for ever. 


Lesson VILI—WHAT A CHRISTIAN HOME SHOULD BE 


The Golden Text—‘“Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing in the Lord. Fathers, 
provoke not your children, that they be not discouraged.”—Col. 3 : 20, 21. 


TEXT OF LESSON, LUKE 10: 38-42; 2:51, 52; Il TIM. 3: 14, 15 


Luke 10: 38 Now as they went on their way, he 


entered into a certain village: and a certain woman 


named Mar’tha received him into her house. 

39 And she had a sister called Ma’ry, who also 
sat at the Lord’s feet, and heard his word. 

40 But Mar’tha was cumbered about much serv- 
ing; and she came up to him, and said, Lord, dost 
thou not care that my sister did leave me to serve 
alone? bid her therefore that she help me. 

41 But the Lord answered and said unto her, 
Mar’tha, Mar’tha, thou art anxious and troubled 
about many things: 

42 But one thing is needful: for Ma’ry hath 
chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away 
from her. 


2:5] And he went down with them, and came 
to Naz’a-reth; and he was subject unto them: 
and his mother kept all these sayings in her 
heart. 

52 And Je’sus advanced in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and men. 


* * * * * 


II Tim. 3: 14 But abide thou in the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been assured of, know- 


ing of whom thou hast learned them; 


15 And that from a babe thou hast known the 
sacred writings which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Je’sus. ' 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday; May: 16 4 e2iPheioeiiae ee ecieeeter ss The Bethany Homes iit) |. calls oie ce ome Luke 10 : 38-42. 
Tnesday; Mays LT Ree ss hace ols it eis ane aa Ther Nazareth Home ccc e ci te aie Abie a eee Luke 2: 39-42. 
Wednesday, May. 18 2.7 te nae ts eee ba eink se eee The: ericho HOnle.22 sea bg se eae wee ee Luke 19: 1-10. 
Thursday, May 19.........0esseswereereces The Emmaus Home... ...j...2.c0--esseesees Luke 24 : 28-35. 
Vriday, May. {20 3.6.5.0 sm. caste Gene ote The Prodigal’s Home... 2... 0225... ceeseeese Luke 15: 11-24. 
Saturday; cMiady, 21. <8 sas ae Fen ele sie res The Ideal’ Home 2002.50 fat ara namen see Col. 3: 14-25. 
Sunday, May 22028 ee acne nie ere The Guardian: of the Home- is. 04 ese <a.0 >> Ps. 91: 1-10. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 
Luke 10: 38. A certain village. John tells us the 
village was Bethany. John 11:1. It was the home 
of Martha and Mary and Lazarus. 


Ch. 2:51. Was subject. In v. 49, Jesus had sug- 
gested that he had his own work to do. This verse 
shows that he was always a true son in his own 
home. 
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II Tim. 3:15. The sacred writings. 
tures of the Old Testament. 


THE PURPOSE OF THE LESSON 


The lesson introduces us to a study of the Chris- 
tian home. The Bible lesson is taken from three 
Scripture passages, two from the Gospel of Luke, 
and one from the Second Epistle to Timothy. In 
these three passages we have glimpses into three 
different homes. The first shows us the home in 
Bethany, the home of Mary and Martha and Laz- 
arus, where Jesus was being entertained. The sec- 
ond discloses to us the atmosphere of the home at 
Nazareth where he lived in loving obedience to his 
earthly parents. The third introduces us to the 
home of Timothy where we see the mother and 
grandmother training the boy in the faith of his 
fathers. The golden text, “Children, obey your 
parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing in 
the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children, that 
they be not discouraged,” gives us the apostle’s rule 
by which parents and children are to live together 
in loving fellowship. 

The lesson is one of great interest, for in all the 
world there is no place like home. 


A Christian Home 


Recently George Sherwood Eddy, in speaking of 
his visit to China, said: “I was speaking in China 
to a Chinese girl, who had just returned from 
America, and I said to her, ‘What was it that im- 
pressed you more than anything else during your 
stay there?’ She looked up into my face and said: 
‘Mr. Eddy, the one thing above everything else that 
impressed me was the Christian homes in America. 
We don’t have them here.’” From all parts of the 
mission field the word comes that what India and 
China and Africa need is Christian homes. The 
Jews had many happy homes, but oftentimes they 
were spoiled and made unhappy because of the pres- 
ence of more than one wife. The true home is a 
fruit of the gospel of Christ. In Green’s “History 
of the English people” we read: “Home as we con- 
ceive it now was the creation of the Puritan. The 
sense of spiritual fellowship gave a new tenderness 
and refinement to the common family affections.” 
The Christian religion blesses marriage and con- 
demns divorce. It commends obedience of children 
to parents, and also commends kindness and gentle- 
ness on the part of parents toward their children. 
The weakness of family life in the Roman Empire, 
and a weakness that still exists in many non-Chris- 
tian lands, was that the father was the master of his 
children. The law, and public opinion, gave him 
the right to command, and filial affection was a rare 
virtue where a son was at the father’s absolute dis- 
- posal. 
binds parents and children together. 


The Scrip- 


The Home at Bethany 
Luke 10 : 38-42 
One of the most attractive scenes in the Gospel 


In a Christian home, love is the bond that. 
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story is the home at Bethany. Bethany was but 
a short distance from Jerusalem. It was the home 
of the sisters, Mary and Martha, and their brother 
Lazarus. Jesus often found rest and comfort there, 
and the story gives us a beautiful picture of the 
entertainment that was provided for him. He had 
come to Bethany wearied and tired and facing the 
cross. There Martha and Mary prepared for him 
refreshment. Martha occupied herself with prep- 
arations to entertain the Guest, and so was “cum- 
bered about much serving.” Mary seems to have 
spent most of her time listening to what Jesus was 
saying. When Martha complained that Mary al- 
lowed her to do all the work, Jesus said that Mary 
had chosen the better part. 

The Christian home is gifted with the grace of 
hospitality. The New Testament everywhere com- 
mends the home that has an open door for friends 
and strangers. The Christian is one “given to hos- 
pitality.” Rom. 12:13. In the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, the same advice is given. “Let love of 
the brethren continue. Forget not to show love 
unto strangers: for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares.” Heb. 13:1, 2. Hospitality 
flourishes when simplicity is practiced. Jesus com- 
mended the simplicity of Mary. If we could be 
more simple in our tastes, hospitality would be- 
come a joy where now it is often a burden. 


The Home at Nazareth 
Luke 2: 51, 52 


For thirty years Jesus lived a quiet life in his 
home at Nazareth. It is generally thought that 
Joseph died while Jesus was a boy and that he 
carried on the business. The Gospel of Luke pre- 
sents Jesus to us as a natural and normal boy. 
While in his parents’ home he “was subject unto 
them.” He learned obedience, which is the first re- 
quirement on the part of a child. Although he was 
the Lord and Master of men, as a child he honored 
his parents and was subject to their will. Obedi- 
ence is the first lesson of life. It is everywhere. 
the key to suecess and to power. Every day the 
sun rises obedient to the law by which the world 
is ruled, and sinks to rest in obedience to the same 


_ law, and because the sun is unswervingly loyal to 
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law, it is great and majestic and wonderful. Every 
little flower that lifts its head among the leaves 
of the forest is beautiful and perfect because it, 
too, is obedient to the law of its own life. Some- 
times you hear people say that such and such a man 
has broken “the law.” Did you ever think that 
you cannot break a law? It is the law that breaks 
you. The law runs on and is master from eternity 
to eternity and cannot be broken, but those who 
disobey and rebel are broken by the law which they 
oppose. The first law of life and the first law of 
religion is obedience. When the old monks set 
up their new religious order and worked out their 
rules by which they should live on a higher plane 
of Christian living; the first rule they laid down 
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was the rule of obedience. When the soldier puts 
on his uniform he lifts his hand and swears alle- 
giance, which is another word for obedience, “I 
pledge allegiance to my flag.” Unless a boy has 
learned to obey his parents and his teachers, he is 
on the highroad to disaster. 


The Home of Timothy 
LE Pimend sola ei 


Paul lifts the veil and lets us see into Timothy’s 
home life. It is a beautiful picture, and it tells a 
wonderful story. We see in the first place that 
Timothy had been trained by his mother and by 
his grandmother, for in order to see the complete 
picture ‘we must read vy. 5 of the first chapter of 
this Epistle. There we are told that Timothy had 
the “unfeigned faith . . . which dwelt first in thy 
grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice.” From 
them Timothy learned as a child the great truths 
of the religion of the Old Testamént. There is no 
teacher in the world like a mother. A great man 
has said, “Men are what their mothers made them.” 
One hardly knows whether a mother does more for 
her boy than a boy does for his mother. A boy 
keeps his mother watchful and humble and prayer- 
ful, for she does not yet know how far he may 
fall, and then, on the other hand, he keeps her 
young and proud and expectant, for she does not 
yet know to what heights he may climb. 

We notice also that when Timothy was a child 
in his home, he received a fine training in the 
Scriptures. He learned much of the Old Testament 
by heart, and in after life he would never forget it. 
This is the duty and the opportunity of a Christian 
home, and boys and girls who are blessed with such 
training will be grateful for it in the long years 
ahead of them. 


Women and the Home 


It is very interesting to notice that in every les- 
son passage the chief factor in each of the homes 
referred to is a woman. In the Bethany home we 
are introduced to Mary who sat at Jesus’ feet and 
offered him friendship and love and companionship. 
In the home at Nazareth we see another Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, who carried him in her heart 
and who gave herself to God and to him for time 
and for eternity. In the third picture we see Eunice, 
the mother of Timothy, and his grandmother Lois, 
teaching the young Timothy to know the Scriptures 
which would establish his soul in life. Whatever 
other work may be given to girls and women to 
perform in the world, their chief opportunity lies 
in the home. Modern life is making great inroads 
upon the home, and young women and girls should 
see clearly that the finest Christian service they 
can render is in connection vith the training of 
children, and in the quiet ministry in the home. 
George Eliot somewhere says that the happiest 
women have no history, and by this she meant that 
happy women often live humble and obscure lives. 
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Our Heavenly Home 


Heaven is often called home. When people die, 
we say, “they have gone home.” It is a beautiful 
thought, for home means love and happiness and 
fellowship with our dearest Friend. Perhaps we 
can learn what our home should be in no better way 
than in trying to make it hke heaven—a place of 
happiness and blessed fellowship with those we love. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What is the difference between a Christian 
home and a home that is not Christian? 

2. What is the first duty of children to their 
parents? 

3. Why did Jesus commend Mary and rebuke 
Martha? 

4. What did Jesus learn in his home that he 
could not have learned elsewhere? 

5. Who were Timothy’s teachers, and what did 
they teach him? 

6. Give some of the marks of a Christian home. 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 28. What is our sure hope concerning the 
Kingdom of God? 

A. Our sure hope concerning the Kingdom of God 
is that it will increase until it is fully come in all 
the earth. 

Q. 29. What is our Lord’s last command concern- 
ing the Kingdom of God? 

A. Our Lord’s last command concerning the King- 
dom of God is: “Go ye therefore, and make dis- 
ciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world.”—Matt. 
28 2:19, 20. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What distinguishes a “home” from a “house”? 

2. Why has Christianity done so much for home 
life? 

3. Why is hospitality a Christian virtue? 

4. What was Martha’s chief fault, and what was 
Mary’s virtue? 

5. What responsibility have Christians to home- 
less children? 

6. Describe the nearest approach to an _ ideal 
Christian home which you know. 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, 
become man? 

A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking 
to himself a true body and a reasonable soul, being 
conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet 
without sin. 
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MAKING THE NEIGHBORHOOD CHRISTIAN 


The Golden Text—‘“Love worketh no i!l to his neighbor: love therefore is the fulfilment of the law.”— 
HOmests 2eLU, 


TEXT OF LESSON, LUKE 10: 25-37; ACTS 2: 4447 


Luke 10:25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood 
up and made trial of him, saying, Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life? 

26 And he said unto him, What is written in the 
law? how readest thou? 

27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind; and thy neighbor as thyself. 

28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered 
right: this do, and thou shalt live. 

29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said unto 
Je’sus, And who is my neighbor? 

30 Je’sus made answer and said, A certain man 
was going down from Je-ru’sa-lem to Jer’i-cho; and 
he fell among robbers, who both stripped him and 
beat him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 

31 And by chance a certain priest was going down 
that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the other side. 

32 And in like manner a Levite also, when he 
came to the place, and saw him, passed by on the 
other side. 

33 But a certain Sa-mar’i-tan, as he journeyed, 
came where he was: and when he saw him, he was 
moved with compassion, 


34 And came to him, and bound up his wounds, 
pouring on them oil and wine; and he set him on 
his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. 

35 And on the morrow he took out two shillings, 
and gave them to the host, and said, Take care of 
him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, I, when I 
come back again, will repay thee. 

36 Which of these three, thinkest thou, proved 
neighbor unto him that fell among the robbers? 

37 And he said, He that showed mercy on him. 
And Je’sus said unto him, Go, and do thou ikewise. - 


* * * 


Acts 2:44 And all that believed were together, 
and had all things common; 

45 And they sold their possessions and goods, and 
parted them to all, according as any man had 
need. 

46 And day by day, continuing stedfastly with 
one accord in the temple, and breaking bread at 
home, they took their food with gladness and single- 
ness of heart, 

47 Praising God, and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord ad4ed to them day by day 
those that were saved. 


* * 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Wonder Ray TOOT oes tts ueys See ee Phe MG Od MAIIA FILAD. 6 bss: & siti’ atk oe Seas Luke 10: 25-37. 
MICRA Y sei Ye 24k Ux eate o. SE, Leeks elnyMNeighnborias. Lhynelf’.* ows sa. cook ca: Lev. 19: 9-18. 
RUPUNOSUAY) IOV 20. uke Wemie hie Aidw ls eked « The Hill-Country Neighborhood............ Luke 1 : 57-66. 
eanrsdnye MA sO. Moe) tere oh ia\ 7 te A Capernaum Neighborhood................ Mark 1: 29-39. 
Ube tis gael" 65 ala) rs Boe ea Noles Se GAL a diecast An Unbelieving Neighborhood.............. Mark 6: 1-6. 
area tI eo en 3 ke Nan co a why wsrach oa The: Centurion st Neighbors vsiiess. as eens Luke 7: 1-10. 
EE OU te arcs coctc sop eect oi Ook ve are ola rT Nes Len Shs ime OSE s.. igi toh, crosses tsi e-s- Gace ae Matt. 25: 34-46 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

Luke 10: 29. To justify himself. He wished to 
appear in the right. He thought that “neighbor” 
included only Jews. Jesus showed him that his 
neighbor might be a Samaritan, a foreigner. 

30. To Jericho. The home of the priests. The 
road from Jerusalem to Jericho goes “down” into 
the valley. It is still dangerous and infested with 
thieves and robbers. 

33. A certain Samaritan. He is nameless. 
Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans. 
John 4: 9. 

34. Oil and Wine. These were the ordinary 
medical remedies used in the East. 

35. Two shillings. The Greek word is “dena- 
rius.” A “denarius” was worth about seventeen 
cents. A “denarius,’ however, was a day’s wage 
in those days. 

Acts 2:44. All things common. 


The 
See 


Their common 
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faith expressed itself in a common life. This com- 
mon life, however, was voluntary and each member 
was responsible for his property. It was not what 
is now commonly called “communism.” 

46. Breaking bread at home. Probably in the 
upper room where they met to celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper. 


THE PURPOSE OF THE LESSON 


This lesson introduces us to the application of 
Christianity to our social relations. We have hith- 
erto been studying subjects relating to the more in- 
timate life of the Christian, such as the health, 
work, wealth, education, rest and recreation, and 
the home. This lesson opens the door of our home 
and bids us look out upon our neighbors, in order 
to discover whether or not it is well with them. 

The Bible lesson includes two exceptionally in- 
teresting Bible passages. The first is the parable 
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of the Good Samaritan and the other refers to the 
social life of the Early Church immediately after 
the Day of Pentecost. The lesson will carry us into 
interesting fields of thought and service, and. intro- 
duce us to problems of community service and neigh- 
borhood welfare work where there is unlimited 
opportunity to express the Christian spirit. 


Thy Neighbor as Thyself 
Luke 10 : 25-28 


Perhaps the question the lawyer asked, “What 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” was a perfectly 
honest question. The lawyer was a close student of 
the Old Testament Scriptures and he may have 
sought Jesus’ opinion concerning its central message. 
Jesus, like all true teachers, did not give an offhand 
answer, but endeavored to make the questioner 
think by trying to secure from him an answer to 
his own question. ‘What is written in the law? 
how readest thou?” The lawyer made a prompt 
and happy answer by quoting from Deut. 6:5 the 
great law of love, which Jesus himself had pro- 
nounced the greatest of all the commandments. 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor 
as thyself.” Jesus was pleased.with the answer and 
said, “Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou 
shalt live.” . 

The Christian life expresses itself in three ways. 
In the first place it calls for love to God. This is 
the supreme obligation of life. Disraeli said, “I 
am here for fame.” Spencer said, “All that a man 
ean do in this world is to make his mark and then 
die.’ The rich fool said, “Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease.” 
The Christian says, “Here, Lord, I give myself to 
thee.” In the second place it calls for love to our 
neighbor. We are told to put God first and our 
neighbor second. Jesus interpreted and emphasized 
this law of love to our neighbor when he came to 
earth in the form of our humanity, thus identifying 
himself with all men and said, “Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, 
ye did it unto me.” In the third place, the law of 
love calls upon us to love our neighbor as we love 
ourselves. The Christian must possess a fine love 
for self, and the love he bears himself is the meas- 
ure of the love which he owes to his neighbor. 
Christianity calls for a fine self-respect, and this 
self-respect, created in us by the love of God for 
us, is reflected in our respect and love for other 
people. “Now are we children of God.” The law is 
one, for he who has entered into the love of God 
has discovered both himself and his neighbor. This 
is the fundamental teaching of the gospel. 


Who Is My Neighbor? 
Luke 10 : 29 


~The young man was not surprised by Jesus’ com- 
mendation of his answer. He was, however, not 
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satisfied. There must have been some peculiar em- 
phasis in the words as Jesus uttered them, for 
immediately the question was asked, “Who is my 
neighbor?” He felt that in his heart he had been 
a good neighbor and consequently had fulfilled the 
Law. A neighbor, from the Jew’s point of view, 
was a brother Jew. A Gentile was not neighbor 
to the Jew. He was a foreigner, a barbarian. The 
Jewish teachers taught that Jews had no obligation 
to the Gentile world. The Jewish rabbis said: “He 
excepts all Gentiles when he saith ‘his neighbor.’ ” 
“An Israelite killing a stranger doth not die for it.” 
“We are not to contrive the death of the Gentiles, 
but if they are in any danger of death, we are not 
bound to deliver them; for example, if any of them 
fall into the sea thou needest not take him out, for 
such a one is not thy neighbor.” This was the 
lawyer’s point of view, and consequently he was not 
prepared for the point of view which Jesus held, 
to the effect that any man is our neighbor who is 
in need, whether he be Jew or Gentile. Instead of 
confining his definition of neighbor to Jews only, 
Jesus taught that all men who need us are our 
neighbors. Jesus, however, did not argue, he merely 
told a story and allowed the man to interpret the 
meaning for himself. 


The False Neighbors 
Luke 10 : 30-32 


The story of the Good Samaritan is one of the 
most interesting of the parables of Jesus. The road 
from Jerusalem to Jericho was, and still is, a 
treacherous road, both because it is steep and 
rough, and because it has always been infested with 
robbers and highwaymen. Jesus was telling a story 
that would be in a measure familiar. A man who 
is nameless, and whose character is unrevealed, 
passing from Jerusalem to Jericho, fell among 
thieves, who, after robbing him, left him half dead 
by the roadside. In this helpless and tragic con- 
dition a priest traveling toward the priestly city 
of Jericho came to the place where the wounded 


man lay, and, having looked at him in his need, 


left him unaided and passed by on the other side 
as if to avoid the very sight of the man’s helpless- 
ness. In like manner a Levite, a man consecrated 
to religion, also came and saw and passed on his 
way, doing nothing and caring nothing. It is a 
sad picture. These two men were the representa- 
tives of the religion of their day, but they had no 
mercy for the suffering and no help for the needy. 
True religion does not consist in perfect obedience 
to ritual and ceremony, but in obedience to the law 
of love. “Pure religion and undefiled before our 
God and Father is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself un- 
spotted from the world.” It is useless to profess 
love to God if we do not at the same time love our 
neighbor. “If a man say, I love God, and hateth 
his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, cannot love God whom 
he hath not seen.” 


- or ever can know. 


Lesson IX 


The True Neighbor 
Luke 10 : 33-37 


The Levite and the priest had seen the wounded 
man lying by the roadside and had passed by. It 
was not their concern, they said. Then came a 
Samaritan, and when he came upon the scene his 
heart was touched, and kneeling over the half con- 
scious man he bound up his wounds, using oil and 
wine, common remedies at that time. Setting him 
upon his own beast he took him to the nearest inn 
and paid two shillings toward his care, promising 
to return and settle for the entire maintenance of 
the sick man. “Take care of him; and whatsoever 
thou spendest more, I, when I come back again, will 
repay thee.” It must be kept in mind that in those 
days the Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans. 
John 4:9. 

In telling the story Jesus had answered the law- 
yer’s question, “Who is my neighbor?” But Jesus 
insisted on his answering it himself, so he asked 
him, “Which of these three, thinkest thou, proved 
neighbor unto him that fell among the robbers?” 
The lawyer’s answer is a fine confession and a defi- 
nition of what constitutes a true neighbor. “He 
that showed mercy.” A neighbor is one who needs 
us, and we are true neighbors when we in mercy 
minister to need wherever we know it to exist. It 
is not dependent on creed, or religion, or race, or 
nearness, but only upon need. Jesus broke down all 
artificial barriers, and where he is there is neither 
“border nor breed nor birth.” Some one once asked 
concerning Florence Nightingale’s religion, and a 
soldier whom she had nursed back to health 
said, “She belongs to the Church of the Good 
Samaritan.” oe 


The Christian Neighbor 
Luke 10: 37 


Jesus’ answer to the lawyer’s confession was brief 
and simple. “Go, and do thou likewise.” It is 
Jesus’ answer also to the lawyer’s first question, 
“What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” It is a 
missionary command, and is twofold, “Go, and do.” 
It includes going anywhere and everywhere where 
there is need, and doing anything and everything 
that is necessary to meet that need. It is a won- 
derful message, and makes the religion of Jesus the 
most practical religion the world has ever known, 
In one of the great hospitals 
of the country, the moment the entrance door is 
opened one sees on the opposite wall an art-glass 
window with the picture of the Good Samaritan. 
It is appropriate in any hospital, asylum, home, 
church, mission station, anywhere in the world. In 
the early diary of Alexander Mackay, the African 
missionary, these words are written, “This day last 
year, Livingstone died—a Scotchman and a Chris- 
tian, loving God and his neighbor in the heart of 
Africa.” “Go, and do thou likewise.” 
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The Church and the Community 
Acts 2 : 44-47 


The closing verses of the lesson give us a picture 
of the Karly Christian Church shortly after the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. The early Christians possessed 
the Spirit of Jesus to a remarkable degree, and 
that Spirit expressed itself in loving service to all 
fellow Christians. They lived a common life. They 
rejoiced with those who rejoiced and suffered with 
those who were in need. They ministered to others 
of their substance, and no poor were neglected, and 
none suffered want. Some people think that it was 
a socialist or communist social order. This is not 
so. The sharing of their goods was voluntary. No 
one was forced to part with his property, and each 
Christian ministered of his wealth as he wished. It 
is a picture of sweet and perfect Christian neigh- 
borliness. The Christian spirit shares and serves 
even as Christ came “not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What is the greatest law of religion? 

2. Answer the question, “Who is my neighbor?” 

3. Account for the attitude of the priest and the 
Levite. 

4. Did the Samaritan do more than was _ neces- 
sary? 

5. What obligation has the Church to the com- 
munity ? 

6. How may we be neighbor to those in need? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 30. What are the special hindrances to our 
Christian life? 

A. The special hindrances to our Christian life 
are temptations to sin which beset us from within 
and from without and against which we should al- 
ways watch and pray. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Compare Jesus and the Good Samaritan. 

2. Why did Jesus present the priest and the Le- 
vite in such a bad light? 

3. Why did the Samaritan show such kindness? 

4. Who is your nearest neighbor? 

5. What is the difference between socialism, com- 
munism, and Christianity ? 

6. In what ways may the Church serve the com- 
munity ? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 23. What offices doth Christ execute as our 
Redeemer ? 

A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices 
of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in his 
estate of humiliation and exaltation. 


69° 


Lesson X June 5, 1921 


MAKING THE NATION CHRISTIAN 


The Golden Text—‘“Righteousness exalteth a nation; 
But sin is a reproach to any people.”—Prov. 14 : 34. 


TEXT OF LESSON, PS. 33:12; PROV. 14:34; ROM. 13 : 1-10 
Ps. 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is ter of God, an avenger for wrath to him that doeth 


Je-ho’vah, evil. 
The people whom he hath chosen for his own 5 Wherefore ye must needs be in subjection, not 
inheritance. ; only because of the wrath, but also for conscience’ 
* * * * * sake. 
Prov. 14 : 34 Righteousness exalteth a nation; 6 For for this cause ye pay tribute also; for 
But sin is a reproach to any people. they are ministers of God’s service, attending con- 
* * * * ‘e tinually upon this very thing. 

Rom. 13: 1 Let every soul be in subjection to the 7 Render to all their dues: tribute to whom tri- 
higher powers: for there is no power but of God; bute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom 
and the powers that be are ordained of God. fear; honor to whom honor. 

2 Therefore he that resisteth the power, with- 8 Owe no man anything, save to love one 
standeth the ordinance of God: and they that with- another: for he that loveth his neighbor hath ful- 
stand shall receive to themselves judgment. filled the law. 

3 For rulers are not a terror to the good work, 9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou 


but to the evil. And wouldest thou have no fear shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not 
of the power? do that which is good, and thou covet, and if there be any other commandment, it 


shalt have praise from the same: is summed up in this word, namely, Thou shalt love 
4. For he is a minister of God to thee for good. thy neighbor as thyself. 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for 10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: love 


he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is a minis- therefore is the fulfilment of the law. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday; 2Mag60 5 eos VR ae oe “ThePowers #lhatibe tok ot. See ee Rom. 13: 1-10. 
Mresday.s Mayxolatsncitiewe rica Jeet cian) Christians Cittwens es oo ee ee ee Acts 22 : 22-30. 
iWednesday,: Junétivgs a Bari iow oe eee Ao Citizen “of Aion ss ekg. eee ae Psalm 48. 
Thursday, ime sO Rb he ee eae Pee ThesLord*ofHostsa ar ee Pee ee Psalm 46. 
Hriday. @ UNG "3. . waldo eee ee er oe The. King andthe Prophets sc) tence, Soe Jer. 36: 21-32: 
a tiirlay, dune 74 £0 Oe ele nets oeeeee ee Jesus’ Love for His Nation................ Luke 19 : 37-48. 
Stinday lune 53. veka soto Bie en Che: Righteous hulericss or ee se Seite Isa. 32: 1-8. 

DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES THE PURPOSE OF THE LESSON 


Ps. 33: 12. Whose God is Jehovah. The God of The lesson title is “Making the Nation Chris- 
the Jews was a God of justice, righteousness, and tian.” When we speak of our country as a “Chris- 
love, and the nation which follows such a God ex- tian nation,” what do we mean? We mean that in 
hibits these same supreme moral qualities. the nation the majority of the people have the 

Prov. 14:34. Righteousness. Righteousness in- Christian point of view. We must, however, test 
volves both right-being and right-doing. The nation the Christian quality of the nation by national 
which is right before God will deal rightly with rather than by individual tests. Is the nation 
other nations. Christian as it expresses itself in the laws of the 

Rom. 13:1. The higher powers. The constituted land? in its treatment of strangers and immigrants? 
authority in the state or nation, whether king, con- in its attitude and conduct toward other nations? 
gress, or magistrate. Are its literature, its newspapers, its magazines, and 

4. The sword. A dagger was worn by the Cesars its books Christian? Are the commerce and business 
as a symbol that they possessed the power of life of the country conducted upon Christian principles? 
and death. In like manner the sword has been car- The answers to these questions will make it clear 
ried before sovereigns. whether our nation is really Christian. There is 

5. For conscience’ sake. The demand for sub- no doubt that in Germany during the War there 
mission comes not only from fear of penalty, but were many splendid Christians. Nevertheless, Ger- 
because of inner conviction. Conscience recognizes many, as a nation, denied the Christian faith by 
the moral value of authority. beginning and carrying forward the War. The 

8. Fulfilled the law. Love not only restrains great challenge of our times is to create within the 
from working ill to one’s neighbor, but prompts the nation a Christian conscience which will express it- 
Christian to do more than the law seems to require. _ self in Christian -legislation, in Christian literature, 
Love is positive, holding us back from wrong and in Christian principles of business and labor, and 
urging us on to good. in Christian international relations. 
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Lesson X ~ 


The National Beatitude 
jd peat weeded Be 


We have often repeated the Beatitudes of Jesus: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,” “Blessed are the 
pure in heart.” They reveal the character of the 
Christian life as it is lived in personal and in social 
- relations. There are, however, in the Bible other 
Beatitudes, and our lesson introduces us to a fine 
national Beatitude—“Blessed is the nation whose 
God is Jehovah.” This Beatitude points out the 
path of peace and power for any nation. 

No nation that disregards God can have a happy 
and prosperous history. France during the French 
Revolution denied God, and led her people out into 
the night. On the other hand, when the Pilgrims 
landed upon the shores of New England they 
founded a nation in prayer and loving obedience to 
God, and according as America has been true 
to the purposes and principles of the founders 
of the nation, she has been both happy and _ pros- 
perous. 

The point of view of this national benediction is 
that not only did the nation choose God, but that 
God chose the nation. In a very wonderful sense 
God chose the Jewish nation to be a witness to the 
world of the truth and righteousness which he re- 
vealed to them, and through them. They were his 
people. They were chosen to represent him among 
the nations. When the Jews were true to him, 
their nation prospered. When they were disloyal, 
failure and disaster came upon them. In a true 
sense every nation is chosen of God to perform a 
world service. Loyalty to the divine purpose means 
prosperity and permanence. The nation that holds 
itself loyal to God, who is Lord of lords and King 
of kings, is not only at peace with itself, but is at 
peace with all the world. We must not only stamp 
the words, “In God we trust” upon our coins, but 
also upon our statute books and our national 
treaties. 

A Great National Motto 


Prov. 14: 34 


Over the national life of the Hebrew nation this 
greatest of all national mottoes was written: 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation; but sin is a re- 
proach to any people.” We have heard of other 
national mottoes. “Germany over all.” “The na- 
tion on which the sun never sets.” “America first.” 
“In God we trust.” The capitol of the Jews was 
the Temple, and there the laws and legislation of 
the people were announced. The ideal social order 
is given us in the literature of the Old Testament 
in such passages as Micah 4: 1-7. It was a noble 
ideal, for God was recognized as supreme. 

After all these years it is strange that nations 
have not yet learned the truth of the Hebrew motto. 
Nations are still competing with one another in 
regard to armies and navies, wealth and power, 
population and property. The Jews, however, were 
right. It is righteousness that makes a nation 
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great, and it is sin that brings reproach and over- 


‘throw. The great nations, Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, 
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Rome, Germany, were not saved by wealth and 
armies and vast territory. They fell because of 
their lack of justice, and their contempt for the 
rights of others. When nations have been true to 
God and faithful to the truth, they have become ex- 
alted. They may have had to suffer, as Switzer- 
land, Holland, Scotland, Belgium, have suffered. A 
nation may never become a world power in the sense 
of dominating smaller nations, but it may minister 
to the welfare of the world and make a contribu- 
tion to human betterment. Goodness is better than 
greatness even in a nation. Righteousness in 
national life means keeping faith with God, with 
other nations, and with the citizens of all ranks 
within the nation. A nation that is true will en- 
dure. A nation that is false will fall. 


Obedience to Law 
Lot et 


The Apostle Paul commends obedience to law as 
essential not only from the patriotic, but from the 
Christian point of view. The nation that is law- 
abiding is following the path to power. Lawless- 
ness in nations, as in individuals, leads to disaster 
and overthrow. Paul himself was law-abiding, and 
Jesus submitted to the sentence which the law of 
the land imposed upon him. 

It is necessary to point out certain truths con- 
tained in this great principle of obedience to law 
as outlined in this part of the lesson. (1) The 
power which administers law is “ordained of God.” 
This means that order and law, justice and well- 
doing, have behind them the will and law of God. 
(2) Law as it is embodied in national and municipal 
statutes is for the restraint of wrong. It does not 
limit or hinder those who are right-minded and 
law-abiding. “For rulers are not a terror to the 
good work, but to the evil.” V.3. Those who are 
evilly disposed find the law against them, and he 
who administers the law is “a minister of God.” 
V. 4. (3) When the law of the land contradicts 
the law of God, the law of God must be followed, 
no matter what may be the consequences. The 
Roman law came into conflict very frequently with 
the Christian conscience, and early Christians had 
to make their choice. Acts 4:19. Even in our 
day Christians sometimes find that they must suffer 
for conscience’ sake rather than submit to unjust 
laws. Bunyan went to prison for preaching the 
gospel, and General Booth of the Salvation Army 
suffered many indignities before he was granted the 
freedom that he knew was right. The Pilgrims left 
Europe rather than submit to unjust laws. (4) 
The only law higher than the law of the State is 
the law of conscience, and it is the unending task 
of nations to make and keep the laws of the 
land in harmony with the law of God as it finds 
expression in the individual and _ social con- 
science, 


Rom. 


Lesson X 


The Duties of Patriotism 
Rom. 13: 6, 7 


Many people interpret their patriotism in terms 
of their “rights.” The Christian thinks of patri- 
otism in terms of “duties.” In the remarkable 
outline which is furnished in our lesson concerning 
national and patriotic virtue the emphasis is placed 
upon the duties and obligations of the Christian to 
the social and national order of which he forms a 
part. “Among the duties of citizenship the apostle 
mentions, the paying of “tribute” or as we say to- 
day, “taxes.” All Christians are charged to “render 
to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor 
to whom honor.” 

One of the difficulties and dangers of modern 
citizenship is that people are thinking not in terms 
of what they owe their country, but in terms of 
what their country owes them. They do not think 
that the payment of taxes, of customs duties, of 


reverence and obedience to the laws and customs 


of the land that protects and nourishes them, are 
duties which they should covet and fulfill. On 
the monument of Nathan Hale in New York are 
carved the words, “I regret that I have only one 
life to give my country.” It is this spirit which 
makes citizenship glorious. 


The Loyalty of Love 
Rom. 13 : 8-10 


The quality which is great in individuals is great 
in nations. Love is the greatest thing in the world. 
Where love is there is no need of law, for love does 
what is necessary and refrains from that which is 
unjust and unmerciful. 

Although it is true that Christians everywhere 
are convinced that Christ’s law of love is the su- 
preme standard and test of character, they have 
not yet put this supreme principle into practice. 
If love motived the lives of the citizens of any na- 
tion, what would be their attitude toward their 
fellow citizens and toward the citizens of other 
nations? May it not be that the Indian, the immi- 
grant, the Negro, the Japanese, the children of the 
slum, may rise up in the Judgment and condemn 
us because of our selfishness and our lovelessness? 
It was said of Sir Walter Scott that “he treated 
every man as a born brother.” This is the attitude 
every Christian should take. “There can be neither 
Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, 
there can be no male and female; for ye all are 
one man in Christ Jesus.” 

The Great War has taught us that we cannot live 
our national life alone. For good or ill all the na- 
tions of the earth are bound up in a common life. 
We can choose between living on terms of love and 
good fellowship, or on terms of jealousy, hatred, and 
strife. The nations that are Christian in thought 
and purpose must lead the way to a new world of 
brotherhood and social righteousness. We can all 
help by thinking of the people of other lands in 
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terms of love and appreciation, and acting toward 
them as we desire them to act toward us. As Chris- 
tians we will pray for the coming of the time when 
all nations shall contribute to the making of a bet- 
ter and happier world, and everywhere there shall 
be heard the song of a truly international anthem, 
“The kingdom of the world is become the kingdom 
of our Lord, and of his Christ: and he shall reign 
for ever and ever.” 


Patriotism and Religion 

Every boy and girl should hold a double allegi- 
ance, one to the Christian flag and the other to the 
flag of the nation, and it should be the desire and 
purpose of everyone to see that both flags stand for 
the same principle of justice and truth, of brother- 
hood and loving loyalty, and should make the words 
of the following hymn a prayer: 


“God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 

Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
Our grateful songs before thy throne arise.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why do we call our nation a Christian nation? 

2. What principles guided those who founded our 
nation? 

3. What is meant when we speak of a national 
Beatitude? 

4. Why is obedience to law a Christian virtue? 

5. What is the difference between the “rights” 
and “duties” of citizenship? | 

6. What is the true test of a nation’s greatness? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 31. What special helps has God appointed for 
us in our Christian life? 

A. The special helps which God has appointed for 
us in our Christian life are the Bible, the sacra- 
ments, prayer, and fellowship in the Church. 

Q. 32. How should we use the Bible? 

_A. We should use the Bible with reverence, read 
it daily, treasure it in our hearts, and obey it in 
our lives. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. How_may we know that a nation is Christian? 

2. Name some of the world’s greatest nations. 

3. Why was the Jewish nation great? 

4. What are some of. the duties of Christian citi- 
zenship ? 

5. What will be the international policy of a 
Christian nation? 

6. What things in our nation are unchristian? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 24. How doth Christ execute the office of a 
prophet? 
A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in re- 
vealing to us, by his Word and Spirit, the will of 
God for our salvation. 
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Lesson XI June 12, 1921 
MAKING THE WORLD CHRISTIAN 


The Golden Text—“The Brea shall be full of the knowledge of J ehovah, as the waters cover the sea.” 
—Isa. 11: 9. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ISA. 11: 1-10; ACTS 1 : 6-9 


Isa. 11: 1 And there shall come forth a shoot out the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
of the stock of Jes’se, and a branch out of his roots on the adder’s den. 
shall bear fruit: 9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
2 And the Spirit of Je-ho’vah shall rest upon mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowl- 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the edge ‘of Techo'vale as the waters cover the sea. 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 10 And ‘it shall come to pass in that day, that 
and of the fear of Je-ho’vah; the root of Jes’se, that standeth for an ensign of 
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of Je-ho’- the peoples, unto him shall the nations seek; and 
vah; and he shall not judge. after the sight of his his resting-place shall be glorious. 
eyes, neither decide after the hearing of his ears; 
4, But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; Acts 1:6 They therefore, when they were come 
and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his together, asked him, saying, Lord, dost thou at this 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay time restore the kingdom to Is’ra-el? 


* * * * * 


the wicked. 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to 

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his know times or seasons, which the Father hath set 
waist, and faithfulness the girdle of his loins. within his own authority. 

6 And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and 8 But ye shall receive power, when the Holy 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be my wit- 
calf and the young lion and the fatling together; nesses both in Je-ru’sa-lem, and in all Ju’de-a and 
and a little child shall lead them. Sa-ma’ri-a, and unto the uttermost part of the 

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their earth. 
young ones shall lie down together; and the lion 9 And when he had said these things, as they 
shall eat straw like the ox. were looking, he was taken up; and a cloud received 


8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of | him out of their sight. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE | TITLE REFERENCE 
DOUG 4! F UNE Ost 6 cow stad PE nero rete ees Diemeomingror the: Wing. cccn. oe) Sas cee Teas el eeiet0s 
PRCBOAY, ‘IUNE* TY casas soe ceed ee Ce a ‘The Call-testne Nations, .<. gence c esc es cote. Isa., ch. 55. 
Wreednesday).) unes Sis. is PE ee ee Lee Tea PAOOMMIssiOn ss. seer wk ccc e Coie Matt. 28 : 16-20. 
aT ela ype; - 9.0% 5 os eee ee “That. the World May Believe”............. John 17: 18-26. 
rida une: 10. a... «ig Penne et oR PDegiDDInes nerd CHUSAlCIN. «5 ssn cos ce ake Acts 1: 3-9. 
pMitisviay. cutie. Lbs. +... cess ee het ore LP LIOn Cleneta Alles xlantoe it ktec «(he nu’y Rom. 10: 9-17. 
PFU sot UMC nd Dn. << os Ce eee eee has NGwWarVVOri este Fock ei ccc es. eae oe Isa. 65 : 17-25. 

DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES To bring in the Kingdom of God, Jesus needs men 


Isa. 11:1. A shoot out of the stock. The Jew- who know the gospel of the resurrection. The 
ish nation, though apparently destroyed, would be Uttermost part. Jesus came to found a universal 
revived. The hopes of God’s people were fulfilled in Kingdom. The same message that is good for us is 
Jesus, the ideal Ruler. good for all the world. Jesus set no limits to his 

4. The rod of his mouth. The words of Jesus Kingdom. 
have been more powerful than the swords of mighty 
armies. eater “The sword of the Spirit, which THE PURPOSE OF THE LESSON 
is the word of God.” Eph. 6: 17. The Bible passages are taken, one from the Book 

6. A little child. The child spirit conquers the of Isaiah, the other from The Acts. The first is 
world. It is harmless and friendly. Compare Jesus’ prophecy, the second is history. The first pro- 
words. Matt. 18: 3. claimed the coming of One who would unify and 

10. An ensign. The standard around which the govern the world in peace and righteousness. The 
nations shall rally is a Person, and “unto him shall second passage tells about the victory obtained by 
the nations seek.” Jesus is the world’s true King. Jesus because of his resurrection, and the gift of 

Acts 1:6. The kingdom. The disciples thought the Holy Spirit to his followers by whom _ they 
that Jesus would reéstablish the Jewish nation. were endowed with power sufficient to conquer and 
Jesus came not to found a world empire, but to convert the world. 


establish the Kingdom of God. HEADS is the reign The lesson challenges us to give the gospel to all 3 
of God in the hearts of men. the world, and assumes that upon every Christian 
8. My witnesses. The Greek word is “martyrs.” rests the responsibility to make the whole world 
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Lesson XI 


Christian. It is the greatest program ever out- 
lined or ever attempted. Cecil Rhodes, the great 
South African statesman, once said that some men 
think in terms of continents. We may say that the 
Christian thinks in terms of the world. On the 
memorial tablet of John Wesley, erected in West- 
minster Abbey, is carved the motto, “The world is 
my: parish, ihe 
last command of Je- 
sus contains the 
words, “In Jerusa- 
lem, and inall Judea 
and Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.” 
Acts 1: 8. 


The World’s Leader 
Isacell -jljae 


The prophet likens 
Assyria to a cedar, 
but compares Judah 
to an oak. The cedar, 
when felled, dies, but 
the oak still lives and 
sends out fresh 
shoots. Judah would 
be destroyed, but out 
of her _ desolation 
there would come 
forth the world’s 
ideal Leader. The 
prophet describes him 
as possessing a three- 
fold character. His 
gifts are spoken of 
in three pairs. The 
first pair, “the spirit 


of wisdom and un- 
derstanding” refers 
to perfect intellec- 


tual talents; the sec- 
ond pair, “the spirit 
of counsel and might” 
refers to practical en- 
dowments; the third 
pair, “the spirit of 
knowledge and of the 
fear of Jehovah” has 
regard to the spirit- 
ual capacity of the 
new Ruler. These 
qualities were of 
course not perfectly fulfilled in any earthly monarch 
or leader, but were perfected in Jesus only. 

The world has had many leaders. Sometimes they 
have been military leaders, such as Cyrus, Cesar, 
Napoleon. Sometimes they have been leaders in the 
world of thought, such as Socrates, Aristotle, Car- 
lyle, Emerson. The true leader of the world, how- 
ever, must combine in himself all the qualities sug- 
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gested in these remarkable words of the prophet. 

One of the greatest correspondents of the Great 
War has recently said that the War was no proof 
that Christianity was a failure, but was a revela- 
tion of the fact that we are to-day as desperately 
in need of Christ as at any time in the history of 
mankind. The one thing the world needs to-day is 
a leader, one who sets 
before the people an 
ideal, and empowers 
them to attain unto 
it, and Jesus only is 
such a leader. When 
Rome had destroyed 
Judah and taken 
away her nationality, 
then from her bar- 
ren soil sprang forth 
Jesus, who became 
the world’s true 
Ruler, and whose 
Spirit has conquered 
the public opinion of 
mankind. 


The World’s Judge 
Tsa./ 11,2:3-6 


The wife of Gen- 
eral Booth, the 
founder of the Salva- 
tion Army, once said, 
“We will go in more 
and more for right- 
eousness.” In_ pre- 
senting the claims of 
the ideal ruler the 
prophet pictures him 
as a righteous judge. 
He “goes in” for 
righteousness. He does 
not judge by appear- 
ances. He knows the 
secrets of men’s 
hearts. “He © shall 
not judge after the 
sight of his eyes, 
neither decide after 
the hearing of his 
ears.” He is not in- 
fluenced by wealth 
or position, but is 
equally “just to both 
. rich and poor, and 
is true and loyal to the highest principles of 
justice and equity. The world cannot be made 
Christian until the truths of these great verses 
are realized in private and public life. In Je- 
sus the world has a righteous judge. He demands ~ 
that we shall be holy. He declares that no life 
can be right that is not built upon the rock. 
He himself carried our sins and died upon the 
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cross in order to fulfill all righteousness. He came 
into the world to establish right relations between 
man and man, and between man ‘and God. It is 
a wonderful program. Men have tried in the past 
to unify the world by means of armies and navies, 
and although great empires have been founded, they 
have perished. Jesus establishes his Kingdom upon 
righteousness, and little by little the nations of the 
world are being won to his ideal, and his Kingdom 
will be an everlasting Kingdom. 


The Child Spirit in the World 
sal ig6 


When the world is truly Christian the child spirit 
will be supreme. “The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
and the calf and the young lion and the fatling to- 
gether; and a little child shall lead. them.” Jesus 
himself placed a little child in the midst of his 
disciples and said that if any man would be great 
he must become as a little child. It may also be 
said, if any nation would be great it must possess 
the child spirit. What are the characteristics of 
childhood? They include trustfulness, goodness, de- 
votion, kindness, helpfulness, and these are the 
things that make a nation great. The nation that 
says, “We will do this because it pays” is a selfish 
and worldly nation. The nation that says, “We will 
do this because it is right” has the Christian spirit, 
and it is the duty of all men to have that same 
spirit possess the world. 


The King of Peace 
Isa. 11 : 7-10 


The prophet presents the world Ruler not only as 
a judge who governs in righteousness, but one who 
also is the Prince of peace, who makes friends out 
of enemies, and who brings it to pass that “They 
shall net hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea.’ The pic- 
ture portrayed by the prophet is one of the most 
beautiful in the Bible. It is a picture of a world 
at peace with itself. There is peace not only among 
men, but peace among the animals. “The cow and 
the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down 
together.” There is also peace between man and 
nature, and fear and hate have disappeared. The 
only other words in the Bible that fit with these 
wonderful verses are the words of the angels’ song, 
“On earth peace among men in whom he is well 
pleased.” The earliest record of the Christian 
Church tells us that the apostles were commis- 
sioned to go everywhere, “preaching good tidings 
of peace by Jesus Christ,” and then there is added 
the significant explanatory sentence, “He is Lord 
of all.” Love and peace and good will are first 
of all not forces, but fruits of righteousness. We 
must crown him first before we can live under the 
shelter of his peaceful reign, and that is just what 
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we, men and nations, refrain from doing. We have 
not yet put the government upon his shoulders. The 
fruit of righteousness is peace. 


The Kingdom of God 
Acts 1:6, 7 


When we turn from the Old Testament lesson to 
the New Testament we pass from prophecy to his- 
tory. In the book of The Acts we come face to 
face with Jesus setting up in the world his King- 
dom of righteousness and peace and love. The first 
disciples thought that Jesus was going to reéstab- 
lish the national independence of the Jewish nation 
which had been destroyed by the great nations of 
the world, and which was in Jesus’ day under the 
power of the Roman Empire. After the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus they said to him, “Lord, dost thou 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” Jesus 
replied, “It is not for you to know times or sea- 
sons, which the Father hath set within his own 
authority.” Jesus of course knew that the disciples 
would never see the restoration of the Jewish na- 
tion. Jesus had come into the world to do some- 
thing far more wonderful than that. He came to 
establish in the world the Kingdom of God. He 
came to bring all men to citizenship in that King- 
dom and to establish in the hearts of men the reign 
of God. He said to Pilate, “My kingdom is not of 
this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not be de- 
livered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not 
from hence.” Paul tells us that the Kingdom of 
God is righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit. When this Kingdom of God is estab- 
lished and recognized, then the world will be Chris- 
tian. In that familiar and wonderful picture, 
“Christ Before Pilate” the artist Munkaesy repre- 
sents Jesus standing bound before Pilate, the Roman 
governor. He stands like one condemned. He ut- 
ters no word of self-defense. Nevertheless one is 
conscious all the time that it is not Jesus who 
stands condemned before Pilate, but that it is Pilate 
who is judged by Jesus. To-day the throne of the 
Roman emperor is vacant, and on the throne of the 
world sits Jesus. “He rules the world with truth 
and grace.” He sits in judgment upon the actions of 
men and nations, and his throne is the cross. The 
world must learn from Jesus that he that is great- 
est must become servant of all. 


The Missionary Program 
Acts 1: 8, 9 


Jesus did not lift the veil and reveal the future 
of the nations, but he outlined a program for his 
disciples. He gave them “marching orders.” Jesus 
bade them go forth as messengers and missionaries. 
“Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is 
come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.” This verse 
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shows clearly that Jesus meant to establish a uni- 
versal religion and that his gospel was to be pro- 
claimed in all the world. He ignores all local and 
national barriers such as existed between the Jew 
and the Samaritan, and commanded his followers 
to start at Jerusalem, and to widen their field of 
service, “unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

The missionary policy of the Christian Church 
is to make the whole world Christian. To this end 
the missionary goes into all the world preaching, 
teaching, healing, helping. Sometimes the mission- 
ary is a pastor, sometimes a school-teacher, some- 
times a physician, sometimes a printer, an engi- 
neer, a farmer. He goes to heal the souls and 
bodies of men. He makes life sweeter for others 
and gives them the knowledge of the love of God 
in Christ Jesus. Whatever may be done by govern- 
ments and legislatures to make the world better, 
it must remain as the primary duty of all Chris- 
tians to take the gospel to the whole world. Jesus 
said, “I am the light of the world.” He also said, 
“Ye are the light of the world.” From him as the 
central light the world receives its light and comes 
to walk in that light. In this way the world is be- 
coming more and more Christian, and we look for 
the time when he shall be crowned King of kings 
and Lord of lords. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 
1. What qualities must the world’s leader pos- 
sess? 
2. Why is righteousness the first requirement? 
3. Is it possible for nations to acquire the child 
spirit? 


Making the Social Order Christian 


June 19, 1921 


4. How can world peace be obtained? 
5. What is the present missionary program of the 
Church? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 33. What are the sacraments? 

A. The sacraments are the two sacred observ- 
ances which Christ gave to the Church, baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. 

Q. 34. What is baptism? 

A. Baptism is the sacred use of water, as ap- 
pointed by Jesus Christ, to signify God’s cleansing 
us of our sins, our consecration to God, and our 
membership in the Church. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Is it right to say that the greatest need of 
the world is a leader? 

2. What qualities does Jesus possess for world 
leadership? 

3. Is the program of the Kingdom of God prac- 
tical? 

4. What have Christian missions done to make 
the world Christian? 

5. In what way can our Church and nation re- 
late themselves to the problem of making the world 
Christian? 

The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 25. How doth Christ execute the office of a 
priest ? 

A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, in his 
once offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy di- 
vine justice, and reconcile us to God, and in mak- 
ing continual intercession for us. 


Lesson XII—MAKING THE SOCIAL ORDER CHRISTIAN 


The Golden Text—‘“Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it 
unto me.”—Matt. 25: 40. 


TEXT OF LESSON, LUKE 4: 16-21; MATT. 


Luke 4:16 And he came to Naz’a-reth, where he 
had been brought up: and he entered, as his cus- 
tom was, into the synagogue on the sabbath day, 
and stood up to read. 

17 And there was delivered unto him the book 
of the prophet I-sa’i-ah. And he opened the book, 
and found the place where it was written, 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

Because he anointed me to preach good tidings 
to the poor: 

He hath sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives, 

And recovering of sight to the blind, 

To set at liberty them that are bruised, 

19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 

20 And he closed the book, and gave it back to 
the attendant, and sat down: and the eyes of all in 
the synagogue were fastened on him. 
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25 : 34-40 


21 And he began to say unto them, To-day hath 
this scripture been fulfilled in your ears. 


* * * * 


Matt. 25: 34 Then shall the King say unto them 
on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world: 

35 For I was hungry, and ye gave me to eat; I 
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I wasa stranger, 
and ye took me in; 

36 Naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye 
visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee hungry, and fed thee? or 
athirst, and gave thee drink? 

38 And when saw we thee a stranger, and took 
thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 


* 
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39 And when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and 
came unto thee? 
40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, 
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Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto 
one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did 
it unto me. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, June 13....... Sy ok ER GS ts RAR Sie tay In the Nazareth Synagogue................ Luke 4: 16-21. 
Paveddaye td inenbas., o¢2. 26: SBieb Ue eee Jesuss and (‘Child sinfe sea er 1 R rot Matt. 18: 1-10. 
enmend su: Suniel. Sythe side els oe on cle: The Baptist and Social Responsibility. ...... Luke 3: 9-20. 
ENA, Sal Uniee 1 Gas! pts. Swath chk odie «sss cs The, Storysof : Doneas 2d) er hike: Bal ose Acts 9 : 36-43. 
REY eed EG 28 fig SR ee ye. a1 hes Chureh aéHA nhioohite. danrh, nh ican. Acts 11: 27-30. 
SS STE ET AR LTT RE: 6 ep aed tale Sa Paul sand, Dematriusc i s9 ess tiie ite. 4. a, Acts 19 : 23-34. 
PA. Toe a gets, es BNC a FAT Baad YT) Ang eter =? hak ania ge ala Matt. 25 : 31-40. 


DIFFICULT WORDS AND PHRASES 

Luke 4: 16. Stood up to read. The Law was read 
standing. The rabbis said, “We do not read the 
Law otherwise than standing up.” Jesus stood to 
read and sat down to expound. 

17. The book of the prophet. The rolls were 
In charge of the attendant. Sometimes the Proph- 
ets were written in a single roll, sometimes in sepa- 
rate rolls. Jesus read from Isa. 61: 1, 2. 

18. Release to the captives. The words orig- 
inally referred to the release of Jewish captives 
from Babylon. Jesus is of course speaking of the 
redemption of sinners from the bondage of sin. 

19. The acceptable year. To the Prophet this is 
the year of the return from Captivity, but Jesus 
uses the words to refer to the period of his own 
earthly ministry. 


THE LESSON INTERPRETATION 

The lesson title, “Making the Social Order Chris- 
tian,” covers a large field. It suggests the ap- 
plication of the gospel to all parts of our social 
order. It includes such subjects as the care of the 
sick in homes and hospitals, the cause and remedy 
for poverty and disease, the oversight of little chil- 
dren and orphans, the treatment of the criminal and 
the juvenile offender, the proper relation of em- 
ployer and employed, the drink traffic, and all forms 
of lawlessness. It includes such questions as housing 
and overcrowding in cities, and unemployment. 

The Scripture upon which the teaching of the 
lesson is based is taken from the words of Jesus. 
The first passage is from the Gospel of Luke and 
contains Jesus’ own interpretation of his ministry. 
The second section is from the Gospel of Matthew 
and is taken from the great Judgment scene. Jesus 
applies the test of his own life and character to 
the lives of his professed followers. 

The lesson is one of the most important of the 
entire series, for Christians to-day must justify 
their faith before men in go living their lives 
among men that life will be sweeter and easier for 
others. We are to be like Christ “who went about 
doing good.” 

The Church and Sunday 
Luke 4: 16, 17 


It is interesting to know that it was one of the 
recognized habits of Jesus to attend the services of 


17 


the synagogue in his own home town. For thirty 
years he was constant in his attendance of the 
service, and, according to the custom of the Jews, 
took part in the service. This was often done by 
members of the synagogue, and even boys were per- 
mitted to read in the public service. 

It might be supposed that the services in the 
synagogue at Nazareth would be very uninteresting 
and not very helpful to Jesus. If anyone could be 
excused from attendance upon these services on the 
Sabbath, surely Jesus could. Nevertheless it was 
the habit of his life to be unfailingly faithful and 
to take his part in those services. Jesus would 
teach us that the public worship of God in the 
sanctuary is one of the first duties of life, and it 
is important in connection with this lesson about 
“Making the Social Order Christian” to begin first 
of all with the place of the Christian Church. The 
social order cannot be made Christian without the 
help and influence of the Church, and all social 
workers should be careful to recognize the place 
and influence of the Church, and their own personal 
need for religious fellowship and public worship. 
Out of the Church come the men and the women 
who are improving the social condition, and from 
the Church is received the enthusiasm that carries 
the work forward. 

Jesus not only was loyal to the synagogue, but 
also recognized the Sabbath as the great social in- 
stitution established by God for the welfare of 
men. Without the Sabbath public worship would 
be made more difficult, and the work of the world 
would become monotonous drudgery. Workmen of 
all classes have successfully safeguarded the right 
to rest one day in seven, and that sacred right we 
owe to the gospel which established the Christian 
Sabbath as one of the primary social institutions of 
society. The teaching of Jesus is fundamental, 
“The sabbath was made for man.” 


The Program of the Social Gospel 
Luke 4:18, 19 


Jesus adopted the wonderful words of the prophet 
and adapted’ them for his own use. In his own 
home city, and among his own people, he proclaimed 
the principles of the gospel. It contains the social 
message of Christianity and speaks of that service 
as a fivefold service. (1) Jesus came to preach 


good tidings to the poor. Isaiah used the word 
“the meek.” Jesus used the same word as is found 
in the first Beatitude, “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit.’ We must remember that the Jews were 


a poor people and at the time when Jesus spoke: 


they were practically an enslaved people. The gos- 
pel has always had a special message to the poor, 
perhaps because they are most conscious of their 
need. The gospel of Christ not only seeks to min- 
ister to the poor, but endeavors to remove the 
causes of poverty, such as drink, idleness, disease, 
and wrong living of all kinds. (2) Jesus came to 
proclaim release to the captives. The words of 
Isaiah referred primarily to the Jewish Captivity, 
but Jesus was thinking of another sort of cap- 
tivity. He was thinking of the bondage which 
comes through the burden of false religion and 
through wrong living. Jesus said the Pharisees 
bound “burdens grievous to be borne,’ upon the 
people. They made religion unlovely and_ hard. 


Jesus said, “My yoke is easy, and my burden is. 


light.” Jesus came not to make life hard, but to 
sweeten life and make religion a help. He came 
to redeem men from the burden and bondage of 
sin and to give freedom to the soul. Sin is slavery. 
Righteousness is liberty. (3) Jesus came to pro- 
claim the recovering of sight to the blind. Ig- 
norance is one of the worst things we face in our 
social order. People are ignorant of the laws of 
health. They are ignorant of one another. They 
are ignorant of God. Jesus came to give light. He 
is the Light of the world. He opens men’s eyes to 
see the facts of life. The gospel always advocates 
education, and the school and the college, as well 
as the home and the hospital, follow the gospel. 
(4) Jesus came to set at liberty those that are 
bruised. Jesus took these words from Isa. 58:6 
and read them in connection with the verses from 
ch. 61. It was permitted in the synagogue to go 
from one text to another when reading from the 
same prophet. Jesus came to heal the broken- 
hearted and to minister in loving sympathy to all 
who are weak and weary. The gospel ministers to 
the so-called unfit as well as to the fit. (5) Jesus 
came to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 
The gospel is a message of hope. The world of his 
day had not lost hope, and Jesus came to quicken 
it into new life. Where else can the outline of 
such a social gospel be found? It recognizes no 
class; it has no favorites; for all who are in need, 
it demands liberty and redemption, light and hope. 


The Reception of the Social Gospel 
Luke 4: 20-21 


Jesus claimed to be the Fulfillment of the proph- 
ecy which he quoted, but the people of the syna- 
gogue were offended by his claims and were filled 
with wrath and “rose up, and cast him forth out of 
the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill 
whereon their city was built, that they might throw 
him down headlong.” Luke 4:29. It is strange 
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that they should have treated Jesus in this way. 
He came as the Healer and Helper of men, but they 
rejected him. It is possible that we may still so 
treat him. There are classes of men who reject 
Jesus and turn their backs upon the very gospel 
which is their hope. 

We must not be discouraged when people turn 
away from the message of the gospel. Jesus was 
crucified. Paul was stoned. Huss was burned. 
Bunyan was imprisoned. There are still people 
who refuse to believe and who love darkness rather 
than light. It is a common habit to-day to criticize 
the Church and to question the message of the pul- 
pit, when it would be better to consider the fact 
that men and women even to-day treat the gospel 
as the men and women of Jesus’ time treated him. 


The Tests of the Social Gospel 
Matt. 25 : 34-40 


In this wonderful picture of the Judgment there 
is no distinction made between rich and poor, great 
and small, high and low. “Before him shall be 
gathered all the nations.” V. 32. The good are 
separated from the bad, however, “the sheep from 
the goats.” The first test of the social gospel is 
that there is a moral distinction between people, 
and that upon moral ground only can the members 
of the human race be classified or judged. We 
must treat men as men whether they be wise or 
unlettered, rich or poor, employers of labor or labor- 
ers. No line of cleavage can be drawn except be- 
tween the bad and the good. The second test has 
regard to the attitude toward those who are in 
need. The good man, the true Christian, feeds the 
hungry, gives drink to the thirsty, is kind to the 
stranger, clothes the naked, visits the sick, cares 
for the prisoner. The true life is tested not by 
speeches but by service, not by words but by works. 
We may divide people into two classes, those who 
have the plus sign and those who have the minus 
sign. There are those who add to life, and those 
who take away from life. There are those who 
lift life’s burdens, and those who make them heay- 
ier. The third test of the social gospel is that those 
who serve most are least conscious of having so 
served. When they are rewarded they look up into 
the face of the King and say, “When saw we thee 
hungry, and fed thee? or athirst, and gave thee 
drink?” The best service rendered is by humble 
Christians whose names are never mentioned, and 
who are never classed as Christian social workers. 
Many humble men and women are making life 
sweeter for others, and are doing their work un- 
noticed by the world. Fathers and mothers, broth- 
ers and sisters, friends and neighbors who hardly 
know the meaning of the modern social terms, are 
in quiet ways making the social order Christian. 
Whether in prominent or in humble places the true 
test of life is service. We are judged not by what 
we get, but by what we give, not by what we re- 
ceive and acquire, but by what we contribute. 


Lesson XIII. 3 Review—The Social Task of the Church June 26, 1921 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS in early years, confess Jesus Christ and come to the 
1. What is meant by “the social order”? Lord’s Supper. 
2. What duty has the Church in Christianizi 
Feet hed ere as as the urch in ristianizing FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 
3. Outline Jesus’ program of the social gospel. 1. Is social service something new? 
4. What tests does Jesus apply to life? 2. What old customs and constitutions are still 
5. What has our own religion to do with our Necessary in a Christian social order? 
social service? 3. Give Jesus’ outline of the work which he him- 
6. What social service can be rendered by young ‘Self came to do. beeen 
Christians? 4. What principles should guide us in judging of 
; , the influence of others? 
The Intermediate Catechism 5. What is the relation of Christian social service 


Q. 35. Why are the infant children of members to temperance, Sunday observance, gambling? 
of the Church dedicated to God in baptism? 


A. The infant children of members of the Church The Shorter Catechism 
are dedicated to God in baptism because his cove- Q. 26. How doth Christ execute the office of a 
nant made with believing parents includes their king? 
children. A. Christ executeth the office of a king, in sub- 
Q. 36. What is expected of baptized children? duing us to himself, in ruling and defending us, 


A. It is expected of baptized children that they and in restraining and conquering all his and our 
will think of themselves as dedicated to God and, enemies. 


Lesson XIII—REVIEW—THE SOCIAL TASK OF THE CHURCH 


The Golden Text—‘He shall dwell with them, and they shall be his peoples.”—Rev. 21: 3. 
Devotional Reading, Rev. 21: 1-14. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
TICES Egg EUV te o'4 Lye Ba ara PO Esivinge with Chern: 2 ce cee ee Rom? 12*?'9-21; 
ETERS RS 31 PTE os Ee ane a aes cern a eee Worleng with. Otherdssttrees fous octhe ste II Thess. 3: 6-13. 
DINE AM OU NOE OPS ini, Selle Sots oc ns cena - LORS AION OBIE. Jogh Set te a at ede Rone Mark. 10: 17-31. 
ELUUPAUR ME LUDG, Co te be iscatae cis heen ee Jesse ANG Ahespabbatils. <> .ik cs co nee. Luke 6: J-11. 
TER orn eed iit 2 hs Se aan Mey eg. Dee CUrastiatt FGM te... eran aa. oe te Col. 3 : 14-25. 
PEAT ga Ekg 1 BT] st oe 12) oat ae a te Pe SRE UPS ATT ELIAG NATION tenes eee ee Luke 19: 37-48. 
MNCS Ves RIS SOO. he ie ee Oe. The GréatuCommissionen.. SPr2 sso eae Matt. 28: 16-20. 

The Social Task of the Church moving degrading social conditions—conditions that 


The lessons for the past quarter have had refer- make for poverty, ill health, disease, and intemper- 
ence to social problems. They have emphasized the ance. Although it is true that hardships and diffi- 
importance of applying the principles of the gospel culties make men, it is also true that bad housing 
‘to all our relations, personal, social, national, and and bad sanitation and bad conditions of living 
international. We are to be Christians in the cir- wamake men. Everything that assists in improving 
cumstances and conditions of life in which we live. the conditions and circumstances in which men and 
Jesus did not lead a separated, monkish life, but women and children must live and work, such as 
worked among men of all conditions, the poor, the the home, the Church, the school, the playground, 
rich, the sick, the strong, the sinful. Go over the the social settlement, should be encouraged. 
subjects of the twelve lessons of the quarter. In ‘ 
this review lesson we shall try to interpret the The Value of Human Life 


social task of the Christian Church. The social teaching of the Church rests upon the 
; principle that human beings are ends in themselves. 
The Making of Character People are not things. Workmen are not hands. 


The first task of the Church is to furnish the They are immortal souls. When we keep in’ mind 
world with good people. Everywhere in the teach- the fact that men and women and children are not 
ing of Jesus the infinite value of character, of the means to something else, but ends in themselves, 
human soul, is set forth. He says, “How much then then we come to understand that life is the meas- 
is a man of more value than a sheep!” Character ure by which all other things are to be valued. We 
from the Christian point of view is a fruit of the can buy and sell and trade lumber and coal and 
Spirit of God. The task of the Church is to help _ steel, but we cannot buy and sell and trade the 
make possible and easy the making of character. souls of men. Jesus said, “What shall a man give 
‘Yo this end the Church should be interested in re- in exchange for his life??? When the Church comes 
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to understand this teaching of Jesus, slavery and 
political tyranny will become impossible. From the 
teaching of Jesus grew the fruits of social equality 
and democracy. The State exists for men and not 
men for the State. 


The Church and the Home 

Neither the State nor the Church can perform the 
duties of the home. The family is the true unit of 
society and in the home children are prepared for 
life and citizenship. If the home be foolish and 
frivolous, the result upon the lives of the children 
will be disastrous. A mother has been known to 
say of a boy of eight years of age, “He won't go 
to Church or Sunday school,” and to say it without 
shame. It would not surprise us if in a few years 
she should say, “He won’t work, he has become a 
loafer.” Much of the juvenile crime, and much of 
our social evil, can be traced directly to bad home 
influences. 


Review—The Social Task of the Church 


The task of the Church is first of all to train. 


individual Christians how to live happily at home. 
Its task is to establish the family altar in the homes 
of its people, and to make all Christians think in 
terms of reverence concerning marriage and the ties 
of home and family life. These subjects were dis- 
cussed during the quarter and form part of the 
social task of the Church. The example of Jesus 
is especially helpful, for as a child he learned to 
obey in his own home, and during all his ministry 
he sanctified the home by his own example and 
teaching. 


The Church and the School 


The fruit of Christianity has always been the 
school and the college. In every mission field the 
school follows the Church. Jesus is the Light of the 
world. He opens the eyes of the mind as well as 
the eyes of the soul. The Church can foster educa- 
tion in all fields of life. It can assist in sustaining 
night schools, in teaching the ignorant and the immi- 
grant, and in inspiring young men and women to 
enter the teaching profession. There is no task 
more worthy of the consecration of young men 
and women than that of training the children of 
the land in character and citizenship. The influence 
of a true Christian teacher cannot be overestimated, 
and the service of all those engaged in the teaching 
profession ranks higher than any other form of 
social service. 


The Church and the Nation 


Jesus was loyal to his own country. We must 
remember that when he lived in Palestine his 
nation was subject to Rome, and consequently his 
loyalty was given both to Jewish and Roman 
authority. He was a loyal citizen. The New Tes- 
tament commands loyalty to the laws of the land, 
and Jesus himiself was law-abiding. He encouraged 
obedience, and avoided all forms of social and 
political disturbance. He was a true patriot, and 
when he saw Jerusalem, he wept over it in its lost 
condition. 
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The Christian loves his own nation and works 
and serves in her behalf because in this way he 
ministers to his fellow citizens within the nation, 
and through the nation he is able to help and serve 
the world. The Jews knew that God’s blessing 
rested upon Israel because through Israel all 
nations of the earth would be blessed. The true 
patriot is the best servant of humanity. 


The New Social Order 


Jesus spoke constantly of the coming of the King- 
dom of God. By this he meant that men would 
live together as children of God. Legislation may 
help to bring in a better social order, but ulti- 
mately society rests upon the good will of the people 
who make up society. If they are good, society will 
be good. If they are bad, society will be bad. 

What is it that we are seeking? What is it that 
God is seeking as the end of our social order? Is it 
to give us increased dividends, or to make us better 
men? Is it to add to the value of our industry and 
to increase production? These ends are only inci- 
dental. God’s purpose is to fashion us into his own 
likeness. He is the Master and Maker of men, 
and in the midst of a restless world he calls us into 
rest. In him the weary and the heavy laden may 
find a place of peace. 


The Church and the World 
The task of the Christian Church is to give the 
gospel of peace, of good will, of brotherhood, to all 
the world. The gospel teaches us that all men are 
brothers. Only in this spirit can we face the prob- 
lems of our age. “None of us liveth to himself, and 
none dieth to himself.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Name the lesson titles of the quarter. 

2. What lesson of the quarter do you consider 
the most important? Why? 

3. What social problems has the gospel already 
solved ? 

4. Name some problems which the gospel has still 
to solve. 

5. What place should the Church take in helping 
to make the social order better? 

6. What is the relation between personal and 
social righteousness? 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. What is commonly meant by the social gos- 
el? 

2. What are the main social principles in the 
teaching of Jesus? 

3. Is missionary work rightly included in social 
service? 

4. What social service is the Church now carry- 
ing on? 

5. Can a person be a true Christian without being 
interested in society? 

6. What right have we to expect that our social 
order will be Christianized? 
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